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IF YOU WANT TO BE ON A 
SHOW  CALL  

 634-7252 Mail Box 2  or  contact 
me directly at  405-823-9784 

I will also be contacting entertain-
ers to be on the shows. 
Once you are booked 
remember you must turn 
in your songs on  Tues-
day  before the show on 
Saturday  you are sched-
uled to perform on by 6 
pm or we will not be able to allow 
you to participate in the show.  

Do not leave a message the day of 
the show that you will not be able 
to perform.  If for some excusable 
reason you cannot perform contact 
the Talent Coordinator  directly.  
This position will be filled shortly.  
Watch your emails to see who is 
officially appointed to fill my slot.     

Thank You  - Donna  

durbassk@ecok.edu 

Donna.marie@heartlandopry.com  
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Hello CMSA: 

Summer has arrived and along with it 
many exciting activities for our enter-
tainers and members.  There is some-
thing on the agenda for just about 
anyone that wants to get involved in 
the fundraiser for the Children’s 
Miracle Network. All Gospel Sing-
ers Carol Jean Ross is encouraging 
you to have a fundraiser at your 
church and then bring the funds to the 
Gospel Gathering at the Gospel Praise 
Night in October.  We have a lot of 
Gospel Singers singing and those of 
you that are heading up the various 
locations we encourage you to help us 
help the Children’s Miracle Network. 
Last year Anita Walker and Darrell 
Graeff held functions at locations 
where they generally sing.  Songwrit-
ers can put their skills to the test with 
a competition to see who writes the 
best  “Song for the Cure; Singers of 
all ages are encouraged to enter the 
“Voice for the Cure” with three cate-
gories based on age available: 3 - 12 
youth, 13-19 teens and 21 and up 
adult.  Then there is those that like 
to imitate someone such as Elvis, 
Toby, George, Tammy, Johnny, 
Reba, Patsy Cline, Loretta Lynn 
and many others.  Laura is heading 
up the “Impersonator for the Cure” 
which should be a really fun competi-
tion.  Those of you that do not like 
to sing  or write need to join in the 
fun “Singing for the Cure” which 
will be an evening that we will be 
spending with the Miracle Kids in 
Shawnee at the Pumpkin Patch.  A 
good old fashioned hay ride, picnic, 
some singin’, petting zoo and some 
down home music from 4- to 9 pm.  
All you need do is a get a sponsor and 
your in.  Lots of good eatin’ and fun 
all for a wonderful cause.  

So we encourage you to help us in 
our fundraising events that will 
benefit the Children’s Miracle Net-
work Hospital Foundation.  Come 
to our meeting on the 9th and get all 
the particular details.  

 

Wow!!  We also have our competi-
tions coming up.  Make sure and 
read the articles that Teri has concern-
ing information that is important for 
you to provide in order to be in the 
competition.  Teri has been working 
hard with NACMAI to make the 
whole competition experience fun!  

Gospel Shows!    

J U L Y     2 0 1 2   V O L U M E  2 0   I S S U E  V 1 1  

President  John Fisher  

Donna Urbassik is working hard to 
make sure that all entertainers are 
scheduled to perform on the shows.  
She and her assistant Kay Monroe 
have been calling to schedule enter-
tainers.  If you have not heard from 
Donna give her a call at 405-823-
9784 

Lottie is working diligently to get 
all memberships paid to date.  We 
realize changing our dues to be pay-
able the first of the year has created 
some confusion. The amount of dues 
has not changed just when it is paid.  
This year dues have been prorated 
each month based upon the month 
you previously paid your dues.  If you 
paid in June last year you only owe 
for 6 months this year, in July you 
would owe for 5 in August 4 etc.. 
Next year we will all be on the same 
page.  Contact Lottie to make sure 
your dues are up to date. 

We regret that Sandy Ashley has 
resigned as Parliamentarian.  Sandy 
has been a very dedicated member 
and hard worker for the CMSA.  We 
appreciate her for all she has done and 
look forward to her coming back on 
board soon.  

Both Scholarships will be awarded at 
our Annual Reception and Awards 
Show.  Applications for the 2013 
Scholarships will soon be on line.  
Please spread the word about these 
two great scholarships that are open 
to members and the public. 

Don’t forget we are on facebook 
and both our web sites are very 
informative.  If someone wants to 
know about our association you can 
refer them to our site (s) and our face-
book page www.heartlandopry.com 
or www.cmsaok.com and our face-
book page CMSA Heartland Opry.  
Lots of good information including 
our newsletters and upcoming events.  

Laura has applied for a couple grants 
and is  anxiously waiting on a re-
sponse.     

It is very important that all Com-
mittee Chairman follow their 
manuals and know their specific 
policies and procedures.  This is our 
second year of working with Manage-
ment by Objectives and I feel most 
are more confident with what is ex-
pected of them.  

Our country shows and gospel 
shows have really provided some 
fine entertainment.  I encourage you 
to invite new people to the shows.   

Also please remember those in our 
organization that need prayer and 
healing.  

John Fisher , President CMSA  



July Tips & Tricks 

Music theory for 

songwriters, Part II 

Review of Part One:  

We started with our 

purpose: to learn 

about chords and how 

they flow. We then 

discussed how music is like a language, 

with stories, sentences, words, and letters, 

but we call them songs, phrases, chords, 

and notes. The notes come from the scale. 

The scale is similar to the alphabet. Al-

though it's very helpful to learn scales, we 

decided to postpone this area and jump 

straight to chords and how they follow one 

another. Most beginning songwriters can 

hum or sing a melody without knowing a 

lot about scales. But it's very hard to write 

songs when you still don't have an under-

standing of chords. We did, however, ob-

serve one important fact regarding the 

major scale: it has seven notes. We num-

bered the notes one through seven and 

then made the further observation that 

each of these seven notes can function as a 

starting point, or root, for a chord. For 

instance, the chord built on note 1 is called 

"I." Leaving off the chord built on note 

seven, we were left with six chords, which 

we labeled I, ii, iii, IV, V, and vi. The I, IV, 

and V chords are "major chords," and the 

ii, iii, and vi chords are "minor chords." 

Concept #4 - Getting Started 

For your first exploration into the world of 
songwriting, it's helpful to establish some 
"rules." These are not rules in the sense that 
they cannot be broken; these are suggestions 
or good ideas. You'll do better if you follow 
these "rules" most of the time. 
Rule Number 1 - Start and end your song 
with the I chord. This establishes clearly 
where you are, and helps both you and the 
listener experience a strong beginning and 
ending. 
Rule Number 2 - I, IV, and V are the three 
chords you will use most often. Many songs 
have been written with just these three 
chords. 
Rule Number 3 - Choose a key. We haven't 
discussed keys yet, so let's address that next. 
You already know that a major scale can be 
numbered 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7. Each of these 
numbers represents a note. You can sing the 
scale or play it on an instrument. 
When you sing, you don't always think of the 
note as having a name, because your voice 
can sing high and low and everywhere in 
between. It may not matter to you what note 
it is as long as it sounds good. But when you 
play an instrument like the piano, each note 
has a name and a location on the instrument.  
So when you walk up to the piano to play 1, 
2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, you have to  

 

 

We have quite a 

few things getting ready 

to start,  Children’s 

Miracle Network Fund-

raisers, Mustang Western 

Days, the Oklahoma State 

Fair, and CMSA State 

Competitions. I want to 

thank those of you who 

are stepping forward to 

help us with the getting 

these things going. I am really encouraged 

with the positive direction that the organiza-

tion is heading. The next six months are 

going to be a great time for the CMSA. 

  

I would also personally thank the perform-

ers who have been giving their time to per-

form on the CMSA/Heartland Opry stage. 

The shows have already begun to improve and 

I can’t wait to see what the future has in store 

for the organization. 

Our Open Mics at Denny’s has really 

picked up tempo (yes, a play on words) and 

we would like to invite everyone to come and 

enjoy the music with us. We are there on 

every Tuesday from 7pm-9pm. 

I would like to remind you that we have e-

mail accounts that you can use (ex. 

Your.Name@heartlandopry.com). This is a 

great way to advertise the Heartland Opry. 

 

Watch for more positive changes 

taking place in the CMSA. 

 

Remember that CMSA is an ORGANIZA-

TION worth promoting! 

 

Looking forward to a great time, Kevin 

Tatum 

 

ask a question first. Where is note 
1? The answer is you may choose whichever 
note you like to be note 1. But after you 
choose note 1, the major scale determines 
where 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, and 7 are located. You 
can't just jump around and call them what-
ever you want. You only get to choose note 
1. Whichever note you choose to be note 1 is 
the name of the "key." So if you choose a D 
to be note 1, you will be playing in the key 
of D. If you choose an A, you will be playing 
in the key of A. 

 
Choosing note 1, playing the scale, and then 
finding the chords based on each note in that 
scale can be a bit of a challenge at first, so 
let’s simplify things by using the table shown 
here:   

 
 
 
Take a look at the table and answer this 
question. In the key of D, can you name the 
I, IV, and V chords? It’s easy to find them. 
The I chord is D, the IV chord is G, and the 
V chord is A. 

So What Does That Mean? 

It means you can write a simple 
song in the key of D if you know how to play 
just three chords: D, G, and A. You will start 
the song with a D chord because that's the I 
chord. You will also end the song with a D 
chord. Along the way you will use D's, G's, 
and A's whenever you like. 

At some point, you will want to 
learn to play I, IV, and V in other keys, but 
for now this is enough to illustrate the princi-
ple. Our next step is to add in the minor 

chords: ii, iii, and vi.  

 

Part III next month! 
Nancy B. 
 

KEY I ii iii IV V vi 

C C     F G   

Db Db     Gb Ab   

D D     G A   

Eb Eb     Ab Bb   

E E     A B   

F F     Bb C   

Gb Gb     Cb Db   

G G     C D   

Ab Ab     Db Eb   

A A     D E   

Bb Bb     Eb F   

B B     E F#   



NEWSLETTER 

Hello all!       

 

If you aren’t getting your e-mails you need 
to let me know by e-mailing me at 
mail@heartlandopry.com.   This is the e-mail 
address for all CMSA correspondence.     

Thank you for your cooperation.  

 Chery Tiller E-mail Chairman  
mail@heartlandopry.com  

 

 

  

 

E MAIL 

OPEN MIC       

Tuesdays  

Denny’s  

1-35 and SE 29th  

OKC, OK  

7pm - 9pm  

Deepest sympathy 
to Kay Monroe on 
the loss of her 
mother.  Our 
prayers and with 
you and your fam-
ily.  

CMSA PRAYERS REQUEST  

 

 

CMSA newsletter@hughes.net  

newsletter@hartlandopry.com  

634-7252 Mail Box 4  

News is what makes newspapers interest-
ing and especially if it is news generated 
by members.  Get your news items into 
me so I can get the information out to the  
members, radio and TV news media 

Helen Moore   405 –721-3512 Ext 241  

Fax information 721-3632  

Dale Ashley - Medical  
Sandy Ashley’s Mother Helen - Medical  
Boles, Ginger  & Al  - Medical  
Borum’s Jimmy -Medical  
Cobb family  C.J. Vision  & Charlie ( Medical) 
Erickson, Linda - Medical  
Franklin, David  & Vicky -Medical  
Finley, Joe and Vickie - Medical  
Garcia, Susan - Medical  
Henderson, Martha —Medical  
McElfresh, Mary - medical   
McKinley, Ruth  - Medical 
Miller, Jeanetta - Medical  
Miller, Patti (Crist)   Cancer  
Monroe, John and Kay  
Ross, Carol Jean  
Rinehart, Helen - Medical  
Spears, Roy -& Cindy  Medical 
Wilder, Walt - Medical   
Young, Joye - Medical  

WANT TO BE   A CMSA 
MEMBER 

If you have questions 
about membership make 
sure and contact me.  

When you join your  membership applica-
tion has important information which 
CMSA uses to contact you for participation 
in various activities. It is important that we 
have your correct email, mailing address,  
telephone, birthday, anniversary etc..   
There are copies of other important CMSA 
information that will be given to you.  
Your membership card should be carried 
with you for identification at CMSA 
events.  

 The CMSA is a not-for-profit organization 
that is family orientated.  You do not have to 
be an entertertainer to be a member.  The 
only qualification you must have is that you 
love Country and Gospel Music.  Call 634-
7252 Mail Box 1 to leave a message for Lot-
tie, or call her personal number 488-7947 or 
email her at lottie.northcutt@integris.com  

.  

WELCOME NEW MEMBERS  

                                      

 

 

At CMSA shows  you will be asked your  ID 
number when you pay.  .  Remember your 
number   gets you in for $4.00   

 

Memberships renewals are due in January for 
2012.  This year we have changed to everyone 
paying the first of the year.   For more infor-
mation please contact Lottie at 488-7947 or 
by email at NORTHLANDA@Integris-
health.com  

 

MEMBERSHIP FEES: Members more than 
31 days late with membership fee’s will be 
dropped.  To renew as a member they will 
have to pay full membership fee instead of 
the reduced rate.  Members  more than 61 
days late– to renew membership will also 
have to pay the full fee.  Entertainers would 
have to go through the auditioning process 
again, and pass, to perform on any  CMSA  
show.  

 

NEXT MONTH WE WILL PUBLISH NAMES 
OF MEMBERS THAT HAVE NOT YET  

RENEWED IN ORDER TO MAKE SURE OUR 
BOOKS ARE ACCURATE AND UP TO DATE. 

 

IF YOU ARE UNCERTAIN ABOUT YOUR 
MEMBERSHIP BEING PAID PLEASE CON-
TACT LOTTIE BEFORE JULY 20TH.  

THANK YOU 

 

 



July   Birthdays  Artist of the Month  2012 

Fowler, Wes                12-Sep 

Lawless, Mallory          12-Oct 

Watkins, Joseph          12-Nov 

Kratazer, Bill                12-Dec 

 

If your NAME IS ON THIS LIST  you are 
schedule to be Artist of the Month in 2012 
for the Month beside your name.  Please 
email me your information by the 20th of the 
Month prior to your Month as Artist of the 
Month.  Example:  If you are Artist of the 

Month in Jan 2012 you need to have the infor-
mation to me by December 20th.  Here is 

what I need: 
 

Where and when you were born 
A little about your family--church (if 

any) - school - 
Hobbies other than singing 

How you become involved in Country 
Music and the CMSA 

What type of Country do you sing?  Gos-
pel? Bluegrass?  

Who recommended you to the CMSA 
Any venues where you have performed 
Any competitions you have been in-

volved in 
What your plans for the future are as far 

as singing 
Do you play any instruments? 

Have you performed with a band? 
Any recordings?  Any original songs? 

Have you attended any of our educational 
seminars?  How about guitar lessons? 
Do you have a favorite entertainer in 

CMSA? 
Did you know that CMSA has two schol-
arships to offer?  If you are not a candi-
date have you told anyone about the 

scholarships? 
Any favorite story you would like to 

share about your singing.  
Please send 4 pictures -  

 
You do not have to write the article, 
simply give me the information and a 
contact number if I need to call you.  
Please remember your membership 
must be current for me to have you as 

our Artist of the Month.  
 

FYI:  We have a lot of entertainers of 
which 12 are selected each year as Artist 
of the Month.  This gives everyone a 

chance to know a little more about you.  
If I do not receive your information by 
the deadline I will generally not be able 
to feature you.  When you are Artist of 

the Month you are also on our web site at 
www.heartlandopry.com in the Artist of 

the Month section.  

 

 

 

 

 

July  2012    Anniversaries 

Mail Box  1  gives you information about 

membership. Lottie Northcutt 

 

\Mail Box 2   gives you information about 
our show and allows you to leave a message 
and sign up to  perform on a show  Donna 

Marie Urbassik  

 

Mail Box 3  gives you information about our 
Gospel Shows and also allows you to leave a 
message to be signed up to perform on a 

Gospel Show.  Carol Jean Ross 

 

Mail Box 4  gives you current information 

about events that are being promoted now 
and future activities and you can leave a 

message for more information Helen Moore  

  

Mail Box 5 gives you information about our 

SHOW SPONSORSHIPS  

Bobbie Doss  

Mail Box 6  lets you leave a message for the 

President.  John Fisher  

Hi Everyone: 

Just wanted to remind every-
one that our 16 and Under 
Group is still out promoting 
CMSA.  Emily Sanders is all 
over the country winning 
award after award, Cutter Elli-

ott is still packing them in at various locations in 
Oklahoma, Saylor took the house down with 
“Gun Powder and Lead” at Buffalo Wild Wings, 
Maddox is singing at various venues in Okla-
homa too, Lucas is burning up the highways and 
there are many others following their leads.  
Kennedy, Destiny and several others have all 
moved on to the 17-20 level.  

If you have a child in the 16 and Under 
Group make sure and get them booked on a 
show.  Call Donna Marie or Kay Monroe and 
request they be on a show.  Until next time - 
Amanda 

Adkinson, RuDell 4-Jul 

Boles, Al & Ginger  7-Jul 

Ciliberti, Lucas 18-Jul 

Doss, Bobbi 19-Jul 

Elliot, Cutter 20-Jul 

Erickson, Linda 11-Jul 

Farmer, Jody 6-Jul 

Farmer, Samantha 6-Jul 

Fleming, Jim 15-Jul 

Getz, Debbie 2-Jul 

Harrison, Thelma 13-Jul 

Jenkins, Tom 14-Jul 

Jessie, Bobby  30-Jul 

Kennedy, Lenita 16-Jul 

Lankford, Dewayne 9-Jul 

Linley, Brian  20-Jul 

Martin, Heather 21-Jul 

Massey, Glynn 30-Jul 

McCormick, Randy  23-Jul 

Miller, Bill 12-Jul 

Monroe, John 15-Jul 

Moore, Clifton 6-Jul 

Moore, Joshua 26-Jul 

Moore, Tina  6-Jul 

Morgan, Lovella 11-Jul 

Nerd, Candi 1-Jul 

Perky, Jordan 2-Jul 

Perky, Pearline 25-Jul 

Ratti, Dynasty 13-Jul 

Reeder, Glen 20-Jul 

Russell, Hair 8-Jul 

Tatum,  Laura 24-Jul 

Taylor, David 11-Jul 

Tresmer, Debbie 10-Jul 

Young, Earle 8-Jul 

  

Adkinson, John & RuDell 1-Jul 

Massey, Glynn & Jan  17-Jul 

Sanders, Chad & Shelley  29-Jul 

Springer, Russell & Marsha 20-Jul 

Turner, Robert & Diana 22-Jul 



CMSA will be hosting three competitions  at 
the Country Western Museum and Hall of Fame 
or as otherwise indicated to benefit the Chil-
dren’s Miracle Network Hospitals.   

 

Voice for the Cure a singing competition for  
Youth Ages 3- 12, Teens 13-19, and Adults 20 
and up will be conducted in search for a 1st and 2nd 
place winner in each category 

Audition will begin on 
8/18/2012 at the Country West-
ern Museum and Hall of Fame 
from 1 pm to 5pm  --1st Round 
Auditions sign ups will not be 
accepted after 4 pm. On 
8/18/2012.  

9/15/2012 from 1pm to 5 pm we 
will conduct 2nd Round of 
auditions for Voice for the Cure 

10/20/2012 from 3 pm to 5 pm 
we will conduct the Finals for the Voice for the 
Cure.  The two top finalists will sing at the Grand 
Finale Show at 7 pm on 10/20/2012 with the win-
ners being announced during the program.  There 
will be three first place winners @ $200 and three  
second place winners @ 50   All those in the final 
round will receive certificates of participation as 
well as other items. 

Event Chairman:  Helen Moore -Donna Fisher 

 

We will kick off the event with a combined Blue-
grass and Country Show and Dance on September 
15, 2012 at the Country Western Museum and Hall 
of Fame at 7 pm.  

Event Chairman:  John and Donna Fisher 

 

Impersonator Idol for the Cure auditions will be 
held 8/11, 8/18 and 8/25 at locations to be an-
nounced – Entries will be for impersonations of a 
celebrity entertainer.  Impersonators must be a ce-
lebrity. (No super heroes or costumed characters) 
Impersonators may enter as many as 3 impersona-
tors but can only win for 1 of the celebrities they 
impersonate.)  Rules will be given to interested per-
sons wanting to participate in the impersonator com-
petition.   Auditions are considered the 1st Round. 

10-6-2012  Round 2 will be held at the Country 
Western Museum and Hall of Fame in Del City, 
Oklahoma  1pm - 5pm   

10-20-2012 1pm - 3 pm Finals for Impersonator Idol 
for the Cure. Two top finalist will perform at the 
Grand Finale on 10/20/2012 at 7 pm. Winner will be 
announced during the Grand Finale program.  There 
will be one winner in this competition. 

Event Chairman:  Laura Tatum   

 

Song for the Cure, a songwriters 
competition with entry applica-
tions available on 9/1/2012 on at 
www.heartlandopry.com or via 
e m a i l  a t 
mail@heartlandopry.com. Dead-
line for submission 10-12-2012 
anyone may enter the competi-

tion, however there is a $35.00 entry fee per song 
submitted.  Professionals will judge the songs sub-
mitted.  Winner will be announced 10.20/2012 at the 
Grand Finale.  

Event Chairman:  Carol Jean Ross  

Gospel Praise Night Gathering October 12, 
2012 – Last night to turn in song for song-
writer’s competition. Representatives from 
various churches where the Heartland Opry 
Singers entertain will be singing and presenting 
their contributions for the CMNH.   

Event Chairman:  Carol Jean Ross   

 

Singing for Miracles will 
be held at the Milkes 
Pumpkin Patch  in 
Shawnee, OK on Septem-
ber 29, 2012.  Guest will be 
the Miracle Kids and spon-
sors who will be treated to 
hay rides, petting animals, 
bon fire, cook out and 

“Singing for Miracles” by the Heartland Opry.  
Heartland Opry entertainers will solicit spon-
sorship for the event and provide hot dogs and 
other refreshments.  This event will be from 
4pm – 9pm. Members are all invited to at-
tend this event as well as family members 
and non members.  Sponsorship or donation 
per person $100.00 will include all activities, 
food and entertainment.  

The Grand Finale will be on October 20, 
2012.  We will have representatives from the 
CMNH, Miracle Kids, and the pageant girls as 
our guest. The finalist in the Voice for the Cure, 
Youth, Teen and Adult will perform; The final-
ist in the Impersonator Idol for the Cure will 
also perform; the best song will be announced 
and the People’s Choice Youth and Adult and 
the Oklahoma Ambassador of the Year will also 
perform.  There will be a raffle and a silent 
auction all to benefit the Children’s Miracle 
Network Foundation.  

What’s the one thing every songwriter needs? 
Connections.  

Beginning July 1, 2012 CMSA will be hosting 
a Songwriting Competition in search of a 
“Song For The Cure.”  Carol Jean Ross will 
be accepting the songwriters submissions up 
until October 12, 2012 which is the deadline 
for submission.   This is just one is a series of 
events to raise money for the  Children's Mira-
cle Network Hospital in Oklahoma.   

The prizes received by contest winners are to 
help amateur songwriters on their road to be-
coming a professional songwriter and enhance 
their career. Just a few of the prizes up for 
grabs this year include: Sixty-minute mentoring 
session with legendary songwriter and artist;  
Your song pitched to music industry execs 
through the Songwriters Competition con-
ducted by the North American Country Music 
Association International  in 2013 at CMSA 
expense: $100.00 first place prize : $50.00 
second place prize 

The  winning songwriter will  have their 
song  entered in a National Songwriting 
competition which is conducted by the  
North American Country Music As-
sociation International in 2013 in 
Pigeon Forge Tennessee at CMSA’s 
Expense.  . "In the music business, the 
old saying, 'It’s not what you know; it’s 
who you know,' proves to be true," says 
Bart Herbison, executive director of the 
Nashville Songwriters Association In-
ternational. 

1.  Press Release will be sent to area 
newspapers prior to, during and after 
the event  to  promote the competition.   

2. Any Age may enter the competition 
with up to 3 songs however, only one 
song may win.  

3. Each song entered is $35.00 which 
will go to the Children’s Miracle Net-
work Hospitals.  

4. On October 20, 2012  the winners 
will be announced at the Grand Finale 
of the fundraiser being conducted for 
the Children’s Miracle Network Hospi-
tals by the CMSA.  

5. All songs that are submitted will be 
sent to Belmont University in Nash-
ville, Tennessee. TO SELECT THE 
“Winning Song for A Cure” 

 

RULES 

 
This competition is open to the public 
which includes members of the CMSA 

1.  CMSA members and or entertainers 
will not be judging any portion of this 
competition 

2.  Songs must be original.  

3. Songwriters may  enter more than 
one song.   No more than 3 per song-
writer and  only one may win. 

4.  If under the age of 18, permission to 
enter must be  accompany application 
by a parent  or legal guardian. 

5.  No profanity of any kind should be 
implied. 

6.  No nudity or simulated nudity of any 
kind should be implied  

7.  No  sex or sexual connotations.  

8.  This is a family friendly competition 
please keep that in mind 

9.  Persons that work on a regular basis 
as a songwriter are not eligible to par-
ticipate.    

(continued on next page)  



CMSA   

Caps - jackets - sweatshirts- and T shirts  

Contact Linda Erickson 

For ordering information  

There are many  types of jackets with  different 
prices to fit any budget.  You select the jacket 

and  our supplier will sew the   

Registered CMSA logo 

The supplier will not sew logo’s on jackets 
purchased elsewhere.  .  

The  Jacket most CMSA members have or-
dered is $49.00 plus 

Logo on front…...6.00 

Name on front….6.00               

Logo on back …20.00 

5% shipping 

8.375 % sales tax  (Add it up) 

Caps—$11.00 structured 

Youth caps—9.50 

T. Shirts up to XL—9.00 

Sweatshirts up to XL—15..00 

Extra Large sizes (price varies) 

Jackets available in many price ranges 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The following entertainers have  

CD’s Available for a Minimum Donation 

tonight at 7:30 PM  

Tina Anderson 

Ginger Boles 

Cutter Elliott  

John Fisher 

Tiffany Henry 

Destiny McElfresh 

Georgiea Motley 

Cameron Newby  

Ariel  Faith  

  Dale & Chery Tiller  

Donna Urbassik  

Amanda & Destiny  

Donna McLaughlin   

 George Harrison   

Anita Walker (has 7 CD’s)  

 

 

Some of these CD’s are available 
at the Shows others are available 
for donations by the individuals 

listed.  

CAPS-SHIRTS-JACKETS 

 Caps & T Shirt 

Available  

SHOP  YOUR  ASSOCIATION  

BIRTHDAYS - ANNIVERSARIES 

SPECIAL OCCASION  GIFTS 

CMSA has Tee Shirts, Sweatshirts 

CMSA   Jackets 

$100.00  

gets you into a 
nice 

CMSA  

JACKET 

 
There is always two sides to every story and 

we found one that definitely has two sides.  

Now for the  story: 

We all know Elvis could just about knock his 

audience out with his amazing perform-
ances. But not everyone knows that  John Mon-
roe   can do the same thing.  John was  singing 
“Are you Lonesome Tonight?”  at the Brand 
Senior Center  when one of the Senior Women 
swooned and passed out hitting her head.   She 
had to be taken to the hospital for stitches.    
Now I ask you, how many other entertainers do 
we have that can cause such a response when 

they sing?  

Now for the other side of the story:  The  lady 
got up to get a cup of coffee and got dizzy and 
fell hitting her head so hard she cracked it 
open.  She had to be taken by ambulance to the 
hospital to get stitches.  John just happened to 

be singing an Elvis song at the time.  

Do we really know if it was Elvis coming out 
in John or would the lady have fallen anyway? 

You have both sides, you decide! 

Chery Tiller 

FYI-------Cameron Newby is pretty cool.  

Did you know he went to the prom with Miss 
Oklahoma, Lauren Lundeen, and Lauren 
made the top 10 finalists in this year's Miss 
USA Pageant?  I just happened to get this 

info from Cole.   

 

  

 

Check out our ways and means table at the 
shows for info on ways to help your organiza-
tion...(shirts & Jackets, Pledges, Cook Books, 
etc.) Contact: Linda Erickson at 808-9346 or 
Wendy Henry at  672-7490 or 
wndythewitch@cox.net************ 

 

The State Competition will be Sunday, September 23, 2012. 

The deadline for turning in your entry forms is:  Friday, August 31, 2012. 

 We are in the process of making a few minor changes to the entry forms, and they will be ready to download 

soon.  Watch  for them on our website. 

   ***This year, all participants who are twenty years old or younger will be required to submit a copy of their birth 

certificate along with their State Entry Forms.  NACMAI has ruled that it is the responsibility of the Competition Chair-

men from each state to verify with documentation the age of all contestants who are in the YOUTH categories.   

   

        Although competition is 2 1/2 months away, NOW is the perfect time to start doing research for your  song selections.  Trust me, it is 

not to early to get started!   

  

If you have any questions, please contact me at 623-5058 or colenewby@sbcglobal.net. 



 

 

Yes, although you must fill 
out two separate submis-
sion forms and pay for two 
separate entries. We cannot 
simply apply the lyrics of 
one submission into the 
lyric-only category. Each 
entry must have a separate entry form and pay-
ment. 

10. Can I send in an instrumental-only song? 
No. We do not accept instrumental pieces at 
this time. 

11. I’m sending in more than one song. Can 
I pay with one check? Yes. If you send in 
multiple songs in the same package, you can 
include one check written in the proper 
amount and payable to the Children’s Mira-
cle Network Hospital Foundation. However, 
each song must be on a separate cd and each 
entry must have its own entry form. 

12. Can I submit multiple songs on the same 
CD?No. We have multiple judges and we sepa-
rate entries from each other. As such, each song 
you intend to submit to our contest must be on 
its own CD. You also must include a separate 
entry form for each submission. 

13. Can I submit songs on cassette tape? Our 
preferred format for mail-in submissions is CD. 
However, if you are not able to burn your song 
to a CD, we can accept submissions on audio 
cassette tapes. Mini discs, mini voice recorder 
tapes and other physical audio formats are not 
permitted. 

14. Can I email you an mp3 of my song? No. 

15. Is the contest open to entries from the 
United States only? Yes!  

 16. Who judges the songs that are submitted 
to the contest?  Songs will be sent to Belmont 
University in Nashville, Tennessee.  Belmont is 
a Christian University that is acclaimed for 
professional songwriters, singers, music pub-
lishers, producers and much more.  Judges will 
not consist of anyone affiliated with the 
CMSA’s Heartland Opry.  1st round screening 
is done by individuals. Each subsequent round 
is judged by industry professionals that narrow 
entries down until arriving at the winners. 

17. How many winners are there?  Two:  

18.  If I don’t place in the contest, do I still 
receive anything from CMSA’s Heartland 
Opry?  Yes! Every song, regardless of final 
placement will receive a judging score sheet. 
This score sheet will reflect the average scores 
that each judge gives your song. It is not meant 
as an in-depth critique such as you might re-
ceive from a Song Evaluation Service, for ex-
ample. Rather, these score sheets are meant to 
serve as a useful guide and barometer for how 
industry professionals viewed your song.  

 19. When will I hear about the results of the 
contest?  Submissions run from September 1 
through October 12, 2012. The finalist will be 
announced on October 20, 2012 at the Grand 
Finale of the Country Music Singers Associa-
tion fundraiser for the Children’s Miracle 
Network Hospitals.  Certificates will 
be presented that night for participa-
tion in the competition.    The first and 
second place winners will be acknowledged 
and the winning song will be played at the 
event.  Once winners have been announced 
contestants will receive their judging sheets  
those not in attendance will receive their sheets 
via mail.  We encourage all participants to at-
tend the event to receive their acknowledge-
ments.   

 

10.   No vulgar or explicit sex lyrics will be 
allowed. 

11.  Contestants are not allowed to have con-
tact with judges (this applies to family and or 
associates) 

12.   Decisions of the judges are final 

13.  Final scores of all contestants will be 
given to individual competitors 

14.  Complaints if any may be directed to the 
Chairman in a dignified manner and must be 
written 

15.  Application must be completed prior to 
performing which will include name, address, 
telephone number, email address (if any) and 
other contact as well as brief description of 
impersonation (s). 

 FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS 

1.  Who is eligible to submit a song to the 
contest? The Song Contest is open to ALL 
aspiring songwriters. Anyone who has held a 
songwriter position in the past or currently 
makes the majority of his/her income from 
songwriting is not eligible. This includes any 
and all potential co-writers on the song. This 
songwriting contest that is open only to ama-
teur writers and that is something in which we 
take very seriously.  

2.  How much does it cost to enter a song? 
$35  

3.  Is there a discount for submitting multi-
ple songs? No.  $35 per song up to three 
songs  

4.  How do I submit a song through the 
mail?  Complete the application form in its 
entirety and mail the form along with your 
payment ( $35.00 per song limit 3) cd and 
lyric sheet to CMSA Songwriting Competition 
% Carol Jean Ross P.O. Box 20309 Okla-
homa City, OK 73156  MAKE SURE to fill 
out all necessary information and include all 
materials. Missing information or materials 
will delay the processing of your entry and 
could possibly keep your song (s) from being 
considered in the contest. 

5.Can I drop off my songs in person? 

Absolutely! Make sure you have all materials 
necessary (song, application form, lyric sheet, 
payment) and that they are in a sealed package 
and deliver to Carol Jean at either the Gospel 
Praise Night which is held the 2nd Friday of 
each month or to Carol Jean Ross at any other 
venue.  

6. Can I submit songs that I wrote with 
someone else? Yes, though there are some 
important distinctions. Many songs are co-
written with 2 or even 3 or more people. We 
welcome co-written songs into our contest. 
However, all writers must be of amateur status 
and not make their income from songwriting. 
The person who submits the song to the con-
test is considered the main contact for any 
potential prize distribution. 

7.  Is the contest open to all genres? Yes! 
Country, including Pop, Contemporary Chris-
tian, Rock and Singer/Songwriter. ALL songs 
are judged based upon the same scale regard-
less of genre. 

8.  Can I submit lyrics-only? Yes!  Submit 
your lyrics in the same fashion that you sub-
mit any other song. The price for lyric submis-
sions is the same. 

9. Can I submit the SAME song to both the 
Lyric-Only and full-song categories? 

 

20.  How do I inform you if I move or 
change phone numbers/email addresses 
after I’ve already submitted a song?  We 
rely on the contact information you provide us 
when you enter a song. We use this informa-
tion to get in touch with all winners and mail 
out the judging score sheets at the conclusion 
of the contest. If your contact information 
changes during the course of the contest, 
please contact Carol at caroland@swbell.net  
Type ADDRESS CHANGE Songwriters 
Competition in the Subject field. You may 
also call Carol Jean Ross at 405-686-1577 

21.  How are the prizes divided amongst co-
writers?  The person who submits the song to 
the contest is our main contact for all prize 
distribution and will be awarded all prizes 
directly in the event that the song places in the 
contest. It is up to the writers of each winning 
song to divide up prizes as they see fit  

22. Does my submission need to be a pro-
fessional quality recording? 

Absolutely not! Submit your song in a manner 
that represents you and the song in the best 
way possible, given your means. A simple, 
guitar/vocal or piano/vocal work-tape is more 
than enough in most cases. HOWEVER, do 
not confuse this with a bad quality recording. 
You will want to avoid sending in songs with 
ambient noise in the background (phone ring-
ing, dog barking, T.V., etc.), or significantly 
lacking vocal quality, tempo and pitch issues, 
etc. These things can distract the listener im-
mensely and take away from your song as a 
whole. Melody, for example, is a significant 
part of the judging process. If you submit a 
song featuring a very off-pitch singer that 
does not sing the correct melody, the judges 
have to evaluate the song based upon what 
was submitted. Only you can decide if you 
should be the person to play or sing on your 
submission.   

23. I am not a good singer. Can I get some-
one else to sing on my submission? Yes! 
Many people get professional demo singers – 
or simply friends who sing very well – to 
perform their songs. This does not mean that 
they are co-writers on the song.  

24. When do you stop accepting submis-
sions? October 12, 2011. All entries must be 
received by 10/12/2012. Any mail-in entries 
must be received by 10/12/2012.   

25. I recently made changes to a song I’ve 
already submitted. Can I send you the new 
version to replace my original submission? 
No. Once a song is submitted, we cannot re-
place it with any other song. Though if the 
changes you make are significant enough, you 
are welcome to submit the song again and pay 
another fee.   

26. I have written new lyrics to an already-
existing melody made famous by another 
artist/writer. Can I submit this song? No. 
Both melody and lyric must be the writer’s 
original work in order to be eligible for the 
contest. This applies to songs under public 
domain as well. 

27. Is there an age requirement for submit-
ting a song  NO                                                                                           

28. Will my submission be returned to me 
at the end of the contest?  No. We will not 
return cds or other packages.   



Applications for the   2013 
Jan Barton Memorial Schol-
arship will be available on 
line.    Applicants for the 
scholarship must be an 
Oklahoma resident  pursu-
ing their career in  Country, 

Gospel and or Bluegrass music.   This 
scholarship is open to the public as well as 
members of the CMSA.  Simply visit the 
w w w . h e a r t l a n d o p r y . c o m  o r 
www.cmsaok.com web site   to download 
your application.  If you are not able to 
download the application you may request one 
by mail.  Send your request to Teri Newby , 
PO Box 20309 Oklahoma City, Oklahoma, 
73156  Scholarship Committee Chairman  

Applicants are requested to  submit an essay 
(maximum of 1500 words) relating to how 
the applicant made the choice to pursue 
Country, Gospel or Bluegrass music, how 
they have through community service im-
pacted the lives of others and how they plan 
to pursue their music degree.  A letter from 
the applicants school counselor with an offi-
cial transcript including ACT/SAT scores 
must accompany the application.  A letter for 
a teacher recommending the applicant as a 
candidate must also accompany the appli-
cation.  The applicant must submit a resume. 

 

The 2013 deadline for the submission of the 
application will be January 15, 2013.  Five 
finalists will be notified by February 15, 2013 
by letter which will include a date for them to 
be interviewed by the Scholarship Committee.  
After the Scholarship Committee interviews 
the finalists they will meet and decide by 
popular vote who the recipient will be. On or 
before March 15, 2013 the 2012-2013 recipi-
ent will be announced.    Erica Robinson was 
the 2010-2011 recipient.  The 2011-2012 
recipient will be  announced at the 18th 
Annual Awards Shows in September 2012.   

The Committee comprises the Board of 
Directors of the CMSA, two appointments 
by the President of the CMSAmembership to 
serve on the board, and two lay members of 
the community (also appointed by the Presi-
dent) and are  known as the Scholarship Com-
mittee. 

Funds will be sent to the recipients school 
once enrollment is confirmed and the student 
is attending.  The Scholarship Chairman will 
have the information to contact the school  
concerning  the Application for the Scholar-
ship submitted by the Applicant. 

CMSA MEMBERS YOU ARE ALSO  

ELIGIBLE FOR THIS SCHOLARSHIP 

CHECK OUT THE DETAILS -- 

This is not for online courses/degrees 

 

Applications for the   2013 Ralph McCoy Me-
morial Scholarship will be available on line.    
Applicants for the 
scholarship must be an 
Oklahoma resident  
pursuing their career in  
Country, Gospel and or 
Bluegrass music.   This 
scholarship is open to 
the public as well as 
members of the CMSA.  
S imp ly  v i s i t  t h e 
www.heartlandopry.com or www.cmsaok.com 
web site   to download your application.  If you 
are not able to download the application you may 
request one by mail. This scholarship is funded 
by Sherry Miller thru the Country Music Sing-
ers Association in memory of her fried and 
duet partner, Mr. Ralph McCoy.  Send your 
request to Teri Newby,  Scholarship Commit-
tee Chairman P.O. Box 20309,  Oklahoma 
City, Oklahoma 73156 

 

Applicants are requested to  submit an essay 
(maximum of 1500 words) relating to how the 
applicant made the choice to pursue Country, 
Gospel or Bluegrass music, how they have 
through community service impacted the lives 
of others and how they plan to pursue their 
music degree.  A letter from the applicants school 
counselor with an official transcript including 
ACT/SAT scores must accompany the application.  
A letter for a teacher recommending the appli-
cant as a candidate must also accompany the 
application.  The applicant must submit a re-
sume. 

 

The deadline for the submission of the applica-
tion will be January 15, 2013.  Five finalists will 
be notified by February 15, 2013 by letter which 
will include a date for them to be interviewed by 
the Scholarship Committee.  After the Scholarship 
Committee interviews the finalists they will meet 
and decide by popular vote who the recipient will 
be.  

The Committee comprises the Board of Direc-
tors of the CMSA, two appointments by the 
President of the CMSA  membership to serve on 
the board, and two lay members of the community 
(also appointed by the President) and are known 
as the 2011-2012  Scholarship Committee. 

Funds will be sent to the recipients school once 
enrollment is verified. 

CMSA MEMBERS  ARE ALSO  

ELIGIBLE FOR THIS SCHOLARSHIP 

CHECK OUT THE DETAILS -- 

This is not for online courses/degrees 

 From: Teri Newby Chairman and Sherry Miller Co Chairman of 
the Committee:   Please keep in mind that CMSA offers two differ-
ent scholarships to individuals who are pursuing a career in the 
music business.  If you are going to be a high school senior this 
fall, or know someone who will be a senior, please tell them about 
this wonderful opportunity.  You do not have to be a member of 
CMSA to receive these scholarships    Should you know anyone 
including any members that may be interested in making application please have 

them contact Teri or Sherry for an application.  The next scholarship application deadline is 
January 15, 2013.     

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

! 

On Friday, June 8, 2012, 
it was a special evening at 
Grand Blvd. Baptist 
Church.  CMSA Heartland 
Opry Gospel Praise Night 
show started  at 7:00 p.m.   
The singers who love to 
sing for the Lord were in 
great voice. 

John Fisher, president of CMSA, opened 
with “Higher” which set the mood for 
sure!  Mrs. Donna Fisher followed with 
“In the Valley He Restored”.  Carol Jean 
Ross used her Q-Chord instrument to do 
“He Talks To Me”.  Then Vickie Lynn 
Findley sang “Brand New Touch”, and 
“Go Rest High On That Mountain”.  Rod 
Jones joined the group tonight and sang “I 
Can Only Imagine” and one other.  Jenni-
fer McDowell did “Greater Is He” and 
“Can’t Nobody Do Me Like Jesus”.  From 
the younger set, Erica Robinson presented 
“Amazing Grace” and “Never Alone” 
along with her great guitar ability.  Kim-
berly Melton    wanted to join us and sang 
two.  Another from  our younger singers, 
Kennedy Horton, sang “We Are” and 
“How He Loves” along with a friend of 
hers that accompanied on his guitar.  The 
Laymen Quartet did two songs before the 
break.   

There is always good food at the 
break...hot dogs, nachos, drinks, and even 
deserts.  This is also great fellowship time 
for the performers to mix with the crowd. 

When the 2nd half began this night, Keith 
Hamburger and his “dry” sense of humor 
set the mood.  His wife Kathy “quips” 
back once in awhile, With Ken Crume and 
Norma Funderberg following close be-
hind.  They are an uplifting group doing 
the old Gospel songs with tremendous 
harmony, who just keep getting better.  
Norma has written several songs and when 
she sings and plays it is very unique.  The 
group likes to sing her songs together also. 

All in all  the evening was a blessing from 
the music, and John Fisher and Carol Jean 
giving each other a gentle kidding now 
and then for fun.  Faithful CMSA follow-
ers, Mrs. Mary Smart and John Kelley 
surprised Carol Jean completely, bringing 
her down a rose in a beautiful vase to cele-
brate her birthday, as John Fisher led eve-
ryone in singing “Happy Birthday”. 

If you haven’t ever attended a Gospel 
show or not in awhile, we invite you to  
come.  New members are given a chance 
to sing also.  We try our best to bring you 
a nice mix of styles. 

The second Friday in July will be a great 
show also.  There will be awesome sing-
ers, along with the “Singing Friends”  I 
like to call them….Darrel Graef, Gerald 
Wills, Rocky  Bolin, and Roy Robison, 
a great four-some.   

We hope to see you at these Gospel 
Shows.  They have a way of bringing peo-
ple together. 

If you would like to sing for the Lord on 
a Original Heartland Opry Gospel 
Praise Night Show, please call 405-
634-7252, Mail Box 3 to leave a mes-
sage and number; 



 

August 18, 2012 :  1st Round of Audi-

tions:   

Ages 3-12, Teens 13-19, Adults 20 and 

Up  

Time:  1 pm - 5 pm   Each contestant 

will sing 1 verse and chorus of a song 
ACCAPELLA. Location:  Country 

Western Museum and Hall of Fame 

3924 SE 29th Del City, OK 73115 

  

 

September 15, 2012:    Second Round of 

Auditions: 

Ages 3-12, Teens 13-19, Adults 20 and 

Up Time: 1 pm - 5 pm  Each contestant 

will sing 1 song on stage (Bring CD ) 

Bring accompaniment CD with 1 song 

 

October 20, 2012:   Final Round of 

Auditions: 

Ages 3-12, Teens 13-19, Adults 20 and 

Up  

Time:  1 pm - 5 pm    Each finalist  will 

sing 1 song on stage  (Bring CD)  

Country Western Museum and Hall of 

Fame      

 

            GRAND FINALE SHOW  

 

Show begins 7:30 pm  The   top two in 

each category will sing one song on 

stage 

Bring your accompaniment CD with the 

song you will perform for the Grand 

Finale 

This is to benefit the Children's Miracle 

Network 

 FABULOUS Cause, 

PRIZES:  1st place- $100.00     2nd   -    

$50.00 

  

 

 

The Children's Miracle Network Hospitals 
is the only non-profit organization in Okla-
homa who's sole focus is the advancement of 
pediatric research and education , while sup-
porting specialized clinical care for Okla-
homa's children. 

Beginning August 11, 2012 we will be 
launching one in a series of events  to raise 
money for the Children's Miracle Network 
Hospital in Oklahoma.  This event will consist 
of the following: 

1.  Press Release will be sent to area newspa-
pers prior to August  to announce event and 
create interest. 

2. All ages may participate and may enter as 
many as three impersonations but can only 
win one award.  , Top prize $100.00   cash, 
2nd place $ 50.00  cash 

 3. We will hold 2 elimination rounds and a 
finale show that will be held on October 
20th.  

4.  August 11 & 25- , 2012   First Round - 1 to 
5 pm  Location to be announced    

    October 6, 2012 -  Second Round - Country 
Western Museum and Hall of Fame -  1pm - 
5pm  

    October 20, 2012   - Final Round - Country 
Western Museum and Hall of Fame - 3:00 - 
5pm 

5. There will be 4 levels of competition that 
will count towards contestants scores: 

 A.  The contestants who raises the 
most money for the Children’s Miracle Net-
work Hospitals. 

  B.  Audience votes on October 20th 
at Grand Finale  

             C.  Text Votes from October 6 
through October 20  

 D.  Judges scores from Round 3 

All of these will be graded on a point system 
that will determine our top 2 winners.  

Event Chairman:     Laura Tatum    

laura.mae@heartlandopry.com                                   

 

 

 

RULES 

 

1. This competition is open to the public which 
includes members of the CMSA 

2. CMSA members and or entertainers will not 
be judging any portion of this competition 

3. Impersonations must be of a celebrity.  No 
super heroes or costumed characters. 

4. Impersonators can enter more than once for 
different celebrities.  No more than 3 per 
impersonator and only one may win. 

5. Impersonators will use the stage for their 
performance 

6. If under the age of 18, you must be accompa-
nied by parent or legal guardian.  ] 

7. No profanity of any kind 

8. No nudity or simulated nudity of any kind 

9. No simulated sex or sexual poses. 

10. This is a family friendly event and please 
keep that in mind 

11. Persons that work on a regular basis at a 
private venue and are paid are not eligible to 
participate.  Tribute acts that are normally 
paid to perform are not eligible.  

12. Contestants may use back up singers if de-
sired 

13. Animals are not allowed to be used as props 
or in the act 

14. Contestants must provide CD’s or other mu-
sic arrangements if desired 

15. Time on stage is limited to  a minimum of  2 
minutes and a maximum of 4 minutes.  Any-
thing over 4 minutes will be cut off and 
Judges will deduct points if this occurs 

16. No vulgar or explicit sex lyrics will be al-
lowed. 

17. If there is a tie, the contestants, who are tied 
for first place only will perform a 2nd imper-
sonation (singing0 

18. Contestants are not allowed to have contact 
with judges (this applies to family and or 
associates) 

19. Order in which contestants compete will be 
determined by the chairman of the competi-
tion’ 

20. Decisions of the judges are final 

21. Final scores of all contestants will be given 
to individual competitors 

22. Complaints if any may be directed to the 
Chairman in a dignified manner and must be 
written 

23. Admission will be charged for Round 2 and 
3 to anyone that wants to observe the compe-
tition 

24. Application must be completed prior to per-
forming which will include name, address, 
telephone number, email address (if any) 
and other contact as well as brief descrip-
tion of impersonation (s). 

25. No jumping off the stage is allowed 



MS. SENIOR  

OKLAHOMA PAGEANT 

Saturday, July 14, 2012 – 2:00 PM 

ROSE STATE COLLEGE 

PERFORMING ARTS THEATER, MID-

WEST CITY, OK 

BEVERLY YOUNG 

 CONTESTANT 

WOULD LIKE TO INVITE YOU  

TO ATTEND THE  

MS. SENIOR OKLAHOMA PAGEANT 

Beverly  will be singing  “HAVE I TOLD 
YOU LATELY THAT I LOVE YOU” ac-
companied on the keyboard by Earle Young, 
and Denise Childress playing the rhythm 
guitar.   

 

Beverly is the Executive Director for the 
Work Activity Center, Inc for the Develop-
mentally Disabled in Moore, Ok.  Beverly 
says “Whether, I win or lose the contest, it 
give me the opportunity to bring to the at-
tention of the people of this great state what 
I have found to be one of the best, produc-
tive work forces around, THE DEVELOP-
MENTALLY DISABLED. These young 
adults are dedicated to producing quality work 
and excited and thankful to be earning a pay-
check.  All they really ask from society is “Let 
us Work for You.”  We’ll show you what we 
“can do.”  

IT’S A GOOD IDEA TO COME TO THE 
EVENT AROUND 1:30PM.  THERE WILL 
BE VENDORS DISPLAYING THEIR PROD-
UCTS, AND AN OPPORTUNITY FOR YOU 
TO FIND A GOOD SEAT BEFORE THE 

SHOW BEGINS AT 2:00 
PM. ********* 

 Kenzie Howell from No-
komis Illinois traveled to 
Centralia to perform for 
“Deneen’ s  B i r thday 
Party.”  Kenzie performed 
for 2 hours while the resi-
dents of the center danced.  
Some rocked in their wheel 
chairs and some actually 

were busting some Michael Jackson moves.  
Kenzie took about a 15 minute break when the 
residents decided it was time to start rocking 
again.   Cliff had all the ambulatory residents 
up and dancing.  One young man said “Look 
at that old man bust some moves!”  By the time 
the party was over Cliff was ready to rest.  He 
even had the restraints off Deneen’s arm and 
one leg and she too was getting’ into the music.   

All the residents sang “Happy Birthday” to 
Deneen while some presented her with leis. 
The theme of the party was a “Happy Birth-
day Luau” and the staff had decorated the gym 
for the event.  Cliff and Helen provide the en-
tertainment and the cake and the center the soft 
drinks and ice cream.  It is an annual event 
enjoyed by the residents and staff.  

Thanks to Ray Prince from the Illinois Coun-
try Music Association for recruiting Kenzie.  
She was amazing and interacted with the resi-
dents like she had known them for years.  She 
provided pictures to each resident.  It was a 
very memorable occasion for all the residents. 
They all remembered Destiny & Travis Parks! 

 

CMSA is hosting a fundraiser at the Milkes 
Family Farm in Shawnee on September 29, 
2012.  This will be our   “Singing for Mira-
cles” event where the Miracle Kids and their 
families will be able to enjoy an evening of 
music, food, hayride, petting zoo, campfire 
with marshmallows, fishing and other events.  
We are looking for sponsors to help us pro-
vide this night out for the Miracle Kids and 
their families.   

 

Sponsorships can be in any amount ranging 
from $25.00 and up.   Sponsorships will 
allow our entertainers to entertain the families 
with music and our members to enjoy catering 
to the families as they enjoy all the fun events 
we have scheduled.  All profits benefit the 
Children’s Miracle Network Hospital Founda-
tion.  

 

CMSA members will be at the event to help 
make this a special night for the kids and their 
families.   Any support will be appreciated 
and of course will be tax deductible as both 
the CMSA and the CMNH foundation are 
non-profit organizations.  

 

If you would like to attend we would be 
more than happy to reserve a place for you.  
Make all checks payable to the Children’s 
Miracle Network Hospitals foundation.   We 
appreciate your support in helping us help the 
CMNH and the Miracle kids.  

Sponsorship per person $100.00 
(regardless of age) 

 

4 pm - 9 pm 

Cook Out- You bring it and  you cook it 

Wiener Roasters provided  

 Gas Grills provided 

Utensils and Paper Service Provided  

Tug of War and other games will be avail-
able 

Swing Set  

Bon Fire- provided  

“Singing for Miracles” 

With the Miracle Kids  

 Their Families 

(Entertainers bring your CD’s)  

Hayride- for those that are interested 

Pet the Animals 

Roast Marshmallows - You bring marsh-
mallows and fixins 

 

 

John Monroe  

 Artist of the Month  
 

John started to enter-
tain audiences in his 
early teens.  He origi-
nally is from the state 
of Michigan where he 
has sang and played 

guitar for  an early “Rock N, Roll 
`Band”.  He has written several songs and has 
a number of them published and copy written. 

  

He has played and sang for many different 
groups and functions. Churches; Comedy 
shows; military functions; as well a television 
and radio in his earlier years.  He also, played 
and sang for a Country Music Band, in Okla-
homa, “Western Heritage” in the early 80’s. 

  

In the early 80’s he became extremely inter-
ested in Bluegrass, and decided to learn how 
to play the banjo.  He has since played with 
such bluegrass bands as “The Woodcutters”, 
“Six Mile Line”, “Sundown Bluegrass”, and 
most recent “From The Heartland”.  He has 
played all over the states of Arkansas; Texas; 
Missouri; and  , of course, Oklahoma. 

  

His new interest was karaoke, and he was 
excited to find CMSA, a place where he could 
sing and perform.  He has loved it ever since 
and enjoys singing any time he gets an oppor-
tunity.  

 

He has appeared on our Gong 
Show as Jake the Plumber.   

 

 

 

He is always out for 
fun and eager to even 
try and eat a pie with 
his hands behind his 
back.   

 

 

He was privileged to be cho-
sen as the state bluegrass 
winner in last year’s compe-
tition, and selected as a hori-
zon award candidate . 

John has been active in the 
CMSA and has been very 

instrumental in acquiring sponsors for our 
Country Shows.  He has also participated in 
both the TK Foundation OK Kids Korral 
fundraiser and the Children’s Miracle Net-
work Fundraiser  both hosted by the CMSA. 

 

It is our privilege as an association to have 
John as a member.  He and his wife, Kay 
Monroe just celebrated an Anniversary.  They 
are both active members of CMSA.  Get to 
know these two fine people.   



The legal and tax information contained  in these articles is merely a summary of our  understanding and interpretation  of some current provisions 
of tax law and is not  exhaustive.  Consult your legal or tax advisor for advice concerning your particular circumstances.  
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to generate in retirement. Chances are, by 
the time you retire you will have an empty 
nest and may not need as much space in 
your home as you used to. If you are able 
to downsize, you can not only save a sig-
nificant amount of money but can also 
reduce the amount of work that comes 
with maintaining a larger home, giving 
you more time to pursue other interests! 
  
For assistance with figuring out how to 
manage your finances and increase your 
savings to ensure a comfortable retire-
ment, please give us a call! We are happy 
to help you! 
  
Citation: 
1.http://www.foxbusiness.com/personal-
finance/2012/05/16/5-step-plan-to-fill-
t h a t - s c a r y - r e t i r e m e n t - i n c o m e -
gap/#ixzz1vVrXooo9 
 

While there is much negative scrutiny 
surrounding the fact that American 
manufacturing is slowing while China’s 
is taking the lead, there are still several 
products that the United States makes 
better than any other country. 

1.   A recent story by MSN Money re-
ported that the top 10 best products 
manufactured in America are: motorcy-
cles, blockbuster movies, weapons, light-
ers, luxury kitchen appliances, software, 
craft beers, guitars, pianos, chairs, and of 
course, billionaires. 

 2.  On June 29th 2012, Apple cele-
brated the 5th birthday of the iPhone, 
which has boosted the technology gi-
ant’s stock more than 370% in the past 
five years, due to the high demand and 
popularity of the device.  

3.   Even though the country has been on a 
bit of a rollercoaster in recent years, India 
seems to be back on track and investors 
are putting their faith back in the ru-
pee. IKEA and Coca Cola have an-
nounced that they will put nearly $5 bil-
lion into the country, and investment 
banks are in the process of upgrading 
their view on Indian stocks, as Prime Min-
ister Manmohan Singh has recently taken 
control of the finance ministry and has 
vowed to, “revive the animal spirit in the 
country’s economy.”  

 C i t a t i o n s : 
 . 1.http://money.msn.com/investing/10-
p r o d u c t s - a m e r i c a - m a k e s - b e s t 
2 .  h t tp : / /money.msn.com/money-
video/stocks.aspx?videoid=5556278a-93f2-
4d3b-8330-09421fb7758c&from=en-
u s _ m o n e y  3 . 
h t t p : / /m one y .m s n . c om / b u s i n e s s -
news/article.aspx?feed=OBR&date=20120
701&id=15286995 

Everywhere you look, you 
see nothing but doom and 
gloom in the headlines. So 
let's see if we can find any 
good news out there... 
 
Here are a few bits of information... 
 
12.8 million Americans will receive a total 
of $1 billion in rebates from health insur-
ers this summer due to the 2010 health 
care reform law. This averages out to 
about $151 per family. In addition, 1 mil-
lion young adults have been able to re-
ceive health care insurance because of the 
reform’s provision allowing dependents up 
to age 26 to join insurance plans. 1, 2 

• The price of oil fell to its lowest level 
in almost nine months last week as it 
dipped under $80 a barrel to $78.20. 
The national average for a gallon of 
gas is $3.47, which is 17 cents 
cheaper than a year ago and 46 cents 
less than in April 2012. Experts say 
the average could fall another 17 cents 
to $3.30 by July 4th. 3 

• In an effort to offset declining sales in 
the United States, Walgreens, the 
country’s largest drugstore chain, is 
spending $6.7 billion to buy nearly 
half of European pharmacy giant Alli-
ance Boots GmbH as part of a plan to 
expand into Europe and raise com-
pany revenue. 4  

Citations: 
1. http://money.cnn.com/2012/06/21/pf/health-care-
rebates/index.htm 
2. http://money.cnn.com/2012/06/19/pf/health-care-
young-adults/index.htm?iid=SF_PF_River 
3 .  h t t p : / / m o n e y . m s n . c o m / b u s i n e s s -
news/article.aspx?feed=AP&date=20120621&id=15251
286 
4 . 
http://online.wsj.com/article/SB10001424052702303836
404577476091902791460.html?mod=WSJ_hpp_LEFTT
opStories 
 
 
Don't you ever wonder why the media 
can't spend more time focusing on the 
g o o d  n e w s  t h a t  h a p p e n s ?  
 

 

 

According to Fidelity Investments, the av-
erage American will have 28% less income 
in retirement than in their working years. 
This equals out to about $1,700 per month 
for Generation Xers, and $2,100 a month 
for baby boomers. These downfalls could 
lead to significant changes in lifestyle if 
appropriate steps are not taken to ensure 
current expenses can be met. Kathy Mur-
phy, specialist at Fidelity, says that, 
“finding the money to fill the income gap is 
not unattainable,” and to, “take action now 

– and the sooner the better.” 

Here are 4 steps you can take to help pre-
vent an income deficiency when you retire: 
  
1. Save More:  A lot of Americans make 
the mistake of choosing not to participate in 
their employer’s sponsored retirement plans 
such as 401(k)s, which can really help to 
boost your retirement income in the long 
run. By taking money from your paycheck 
before you have the chance to spend it, you 
can quickly compound your savings. Many 
employers also provide a match on your 
contributions, which equates to a 100% 
return up to the match provided! 
  
2. Delay Retirement for a Few More 
Years:  Although this may not seem like 
the most attractive option, putting off retire-
ment for a few extra years can mean signifi-
cantly more income in future years. If you 
are enrolled in a 401(k), or other work re-
tirement plan, you can contribute to your 
plan for a few more years and watch your 
money continue to compound, which means 
you will ultimately have more to withdraw 
when you retire. Furthermore, if you are 
nearing retirement age, putting off retiring a 
little longer also means that you can delay 
receiving Social Security, which can result 
in as much as a 76% higher payout. 
  
3. Consider an Annuity: To be sure annui-
ties come in many different shapes and 
sizes, however when used appropriately 
they can be a viable option for guaranteeing 
income in retirement. Many annuities on 
the market today offer income riders you 
can purchase that guarantee growth of the 
income value of the account to be paid out 
at a future date and guaranteed for life. 
Essentially creating your own pension plan. 
  
4. Consider Downsizing Your Home: 
Rather than applying for a reverse mortgage 
or taking out a home equity loan to cover a 
shortfall in retirement, consider trading 
down to a smaller home, which can help 
you reduce the amount of income you need  

4 Steps to Fill Your Retirement 

Income Gap 
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Bronze  

3 Country 

Shows 

$500.00  

Gold  Buckle Sponsor  

Country Music Show   

$200.00  

Silver  Wings Sponsor  

Gospel  Show   

$150.00 

Platinum Sponsor 

3 Country Shows 

3 Gospel Shows  

Palladium  Sponsor 

Newsletter, Periodicals, Award 

Show and  2  Award Sponsorship 

$5,000 

Country Music Singers Association  

P o Box 20309 

Oklahoma City, OK 73156 

 


