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PRESIDENT’S  TUNES 

PRESIDENT 
Mar 2   Access 34 TV  

Mar  3  Pigeon Forge Showcase 
Show   

Sponsored by:  

Mar. 4    6:30 PM 

                Team Captains Meeting 

Mar.  4    7 pm  Executive Board/ 

                 Committee Meeting  

 3925 SE 29th  Del City, OK 

 

Mar. 9     Gospel Show 

    3721  S. Magnolia OKC, OK  

 

Mar 10-18 Nacmai - PF TN 

 

Mar 20   Newsletter Deadline  

 

 Mar. 24   Country Show  

Sponsored by  

Doors open 6 pm  how time 7pm 

   

 OPEN MIC  

Tuesdays 7pm - 9pm Denny’s  

1-35 

 

 

IF YOU WANT TO BE ON A 
SHOW  CALL  

 634-7252 Mail Box 2  or  contact 
me directly at  405-823-9784 

I will also be contacting 
entertainers to be on the 
shows. Once you are 
booked remember you 
must turn in your songs 
on  Tuesday  before the 
show on Saturday  you 
are scheduled to perform on by 6 
pm or we will not be able to allow 
you to participate in the show.  

Do not leave a message the day of 
the show that you will not be able 
to perform.  If for some excusable 
reason you cannot perform contact 
the Talent Coordinator  directly.  
This position will be filled shortly.  
Watch your emails to see who is 
officially appointed to fill my slot.    
Thank You  - Donna  

durbassk@ecok.edu 
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First of all  I want to extend the 
CMSA’s sympathy to Danny Barton 

on the loss of his wife, Jessie Barton. 

 

Secondly I want to make sure that all 

those individuals that are going to 

Pigeon Forge have given Chery infor-

mation as to where they will be stay-

ing, contact numbers for the hotel, 

your cell and or other family mem-

ber’s numbers.  In the past we have 
had cancellations that move our enter-
tainer’s performances up an hour or 
more.  So it is vital that I have this 
information.  I wish each and every 
entertainer the best of luck and ask 
the entertainers if at all possible to 
make sure and be in the theatre when 
anyone from Oklahoma is perform-
ing.   Remember, when you hear 
Oklahoma I want to hear you cheer-
ing.   Donna and I are looking for-
ward to the event.  If you have any 
questions please feel free to contact 

me or Kevin. 

 

We are looking forward to the TK 

Foundation OK Kids Korral fund-

raiser which will be held on April 

7th.   Donna and Helen have been 
working to secure locations and Carol 

Jean to secure DJ’s.   

 

There will be a meeting prior to the 

Executive Board Meeting on March 

5th at 6:30 for the Team Captains.   

It is exciting to see that we are again 
going to be instrumental in helping 
children in Oklahoma with serious 
illnesses.  Donna and I are so pleased 
about how many volunteers we have 
had for this event.  Make sure and 
read about the TK Foundation Fund-
raiser elsewhere in the newsletter.  

We would like everyone in the asso-

ciation to help in some way.  This 
year Erica Robinson and Jonathan 
Smith are heading up a team which is 
awesome.  We love seeing our youth 

more involved in these activities. 

 

M A R C H   2 0 1 2   V O L U M E  2 0   I S S U E  1 1 1  

For those of you that were not at our 

last meeting please note that the 

meeting on March 5th will be an 

Executive and Committee Meeting.  
By doing this we have cut down on the 
number of meeting our members need 
to attend and eliminated Board Meet-
ings on weekends.    Remember any 
member can attend the Executive and 

Committee Meetings they just will not 

be able to have any input into the 

meetings and will be observers. Feb-

ruary, April, June, Aug, Oct, Dec 

will be general meetings and Jan, 
March, May, July, Sept, and Nov will 

be Executive and Committee Meetings. 
We will make sure you have this info 

in the newsletters.  

 

We are working on creating a list of 

headliners for shows.  Some people 
are not interested in being a headliner 
so if you are interested let us know and 

we will take it into consideration.  

 
It is great to hear that our guitar les-
sons are going over so well.  I know 
Nancy has put a lot of effort into this 
for the CMSA and I want to commend 
her for her efforts.  For those of you 
that are not aware of it, Nancy’s col-
umn “Tips and Tricks” is also ran in 
the Illinois Country Music Singers 
Association Newsletter.  We consider 
this a compliment to CMSA and to 

Nancy.  

 

Our entertainers have been being 
booked on so many shows that we 
find it hard to attend everything.  
But this is what we are all about.  In 
one night we had entertainers at Toby 
Keith’s I Love This Bar and Grill, at 
the Clinton Opry, at the Rodeo Opry, 
and at the McSwain  in Ada.  WOW 
that says a lot for our entertainers.  
This year I hope that our members and 
entertainers will work hard in getting 
non members to attend shows as we 
can only be spread so thin.  It is great 
that are entertainers are in such de-
mand. 

 

Our Gospel Shows are just excellent 
and I encourage you to come out and 
enjoy an evening of Gospel Music.  

  See you at the meeting - John Fisher 

President.  

President  John Fisher  



 
March 2012 Tips 

and Tricks 
  
“Music is Emo-
tion You Can Hear” 
The biggest, most 
important factor of 
improving your 
singing voice has 
nothing to do with 

vocal technique at all. It has to do with 
connecting with your audience. Each song 
you sing has a dominate emotion, and some 
songs touch on several emotions. It’s these 
emotions that make the piece the wonderful 
work that it is. Without that emotion tied to 
it, the song quickly becomes boring and 
fades out of our minds. This is why certain 
songs really touch you, even though you may 
not know why. This is why certain singers, 
though they may lack real talent (or even the 
ability to hit all their notes accurately) can 
still get a great response from the audience. 
People can feel what they’re singing, and 
that’s what counts most! 
 
Many singers focus their practice time on 
learning the right words, accurately sing-
ing the melody, and making sure that they 
can nail that high note. These are all impor-
tant things, but the reality is that doing this is 
only the first, most basic step of preparing a 
song. To really have a great performance, 
you’ve got to be able to sing with genuine 
emotion, sharing with others just how you 
feel, causing them to feel it too. 
 
Have you ever noticed the person with the 
most dominate emotion in a room can 
bring everyone up or down with them? 
This is true of singers too, and let me tell 
you, that mic in your hand automatically 
makes you the dominate person in the room. 
So think about it. What emotion are you 
contagiously sharing with others? Is it fear 
and discomfort? Is it excitement? Sadness? 
Passion? Joy? All you have to do is check in 
with your own feelings at the time and odds 
are this is how you’re making others feel. 
 
So what can we do to help this? First off, 
you have to get personally involved in the 
message of your song. Each song tells a 
story, and that story makes people feel a 
certain way. You may not be able to relate 
with the exact story of the song, but odds are 
you can connect with the emotion through 
some other experience in your life, so use 
it! Genuinely feeling the emotion of a piece 
will automatically help you express it bet-
ter, helping you keep your audience focused 
on you. 
 
Now, to take that even one step further, if 
the main emotion of your piece is sad-
ness but you’ve got a smile on your face, 
your shoulders are confidently back and 
you’re bouncing around like Tigger, this is 
probably not going to be overly convincing 
to your audience, because in their eyes 
you’re singing a lie. The opposite is true as 
well (ie – the song is happy, but you look 
scared out of your mind). 
 
 
 

 

Vice President Kevin Tatum at Hooters! 

We are looking forward to Pigeon 

Forge in March, our Pigeon Forge Show-

case show is going to be on March 3rd this 

year, make sure you don’t miss this show 

since  our Pigeon Forge Finalist will be 

performing their competition songs for us. 

For those who are going to Pigeon 

Forge, we provided a workshop for you on 
Feb. 25th.  I want to thank Nancy and all the 
other presenters that put a lot of work and 

effort into this workshop.  

As a reminder, we have started up 

the CMSA Open Mic again and it is being 

held on Tuesday from 7 till 9 at Denny’s on 

S.W. 29th and I-35. We are starting to see a 
welcomed increase in our attendance with 5 to 
8 singers and upward of 20 total people there. 
We have even started to have inquiries about 
the CMSA because of our presence there. We 

would love to see you there to support the 

CMSA entertainers that are performing. 

I would like 

to mention the new 

HeartlandOpry E-

mail again. The great 
thing about having an e-
mail address from 
HeartlandOpry is that 
every time you e-mail 
someone they are see-
ing an advertisement 
for Heartland Opry and 
what a great way for 
you to help the organization grow. For those 
members that would like to have an e-mail 

address from us, please e-mail me at 

kevin@heartlandopry.com and I will e-

mail you back your new address and pass-

word.. 

 

Remember that CMSA is an ORGANIZA-

TION worth promoting! 

 
So the way you present yourself has a tre-
mendous effect on how others view your 
performance. This part is really hard for 
people at first because singing in front of a 
crowd can be really nerve wracking, but I 
promise if you keep at it, refusing to give up, 
you’ll master it! 
 
Long story short, in order to best improve 
your singing voice, you’ve got to make 
the emotions of your song come to life! 
This emotion should be made obvi-
ous through the words you say, how you say 
them and your body language. Master this art 
and every audience you get in front of will 
be putty in your hands. 
Till next time, 
Nancy B 

 
 

FREE GUITAR 
LESSONS 

 Remember Guitar 
Lessons are being con-
ducted by the CMSA 

and they are FREE 
to members and 
the public.  

 Contact Nancy Borum 
if you would like to 

attend.  This is a great opportunity for 
anyone that has the desire to learn 
how to play the guitar. 

 

 

 

I want to wish the 
16 and Under 
members that will 
be traveling to 
Pigeon Forge 
“Good Luck!”   

Always I want the 
16 and Under to make sure and get 
signed up for a TK Foundation OK 
Kids Korral fundraiser team.  It is 
something you will enjoy doing.   

Remember you can now sing  on the 
regular shows as well you just need 
to contact Donna Urbassik for a 
show time.  Don’t forget that Carol 
Jean Ross works coordinating the 
Gospel Shows.  Contact her and see 
if you can get booked on a Gospel 
Show.  And remember the guitar 
lessons and educational seminars.   

Spring is coming and so are a lot of 
outdoor activities that I am sure you 
will be eager to get involved in.  See 
ya soon.  Amanda Woodmansee 



NEWSLETTER 

Hello all!      We now have the CMSA e-
mail computer up and running.   If you aren’t 
getting your e-mails you need to let me 
k n o w  b y  e - m a i l i n g  m e  a t 
mail@heartlandopry.com.   This is the new 
e-mail address for all CMSA correspon-
dence.    Please do not use the old one to 
contact me for CMSA business.   I will only 
s e n d  m e s s a g e s  o u t  f r o m 
mail@heartlandopry.com.    

MEMBERS PLEASE NOTE:  

Hello everyone from the internet information 
hi-way! 

I have been experiencing some returns on 
e-mails.   This is due to some of you not 
checking your e-mails and cleaning up your 
mail box.   The message I get says the re-
cipients box is full.   Please be sure to check 
your e-mails often and empty unwanted 
mail.   That way you will always get to re-
ceive CMSA’s e-mails in a timely manor 
and know what’s happening in your organi-
zation.    If you have something you are 
doing, a show, a benefit, singing in an opry 
somewhere or singing in a school play 
please let me know and I will let others 
know so they can come support you.   It’s 
always nice to look out in the audience and 
see a familiar friendly face.  God bless all of 
you and keep on singing! 

Chery Tiller 

CMSA E-mail Chairman 

E MAIL 

OPEN MIC       

Tuesdays  

Denny’s  

1-35 and SE 29th  

OKC, OK  

7pm - 9pm  

Larry and Pearline Perkey 
and Family on the loss of 
Larry’s father, Charles 
Perkey Sr.   Please keep the 
Perkey  family in your 
thoughts and prayers. 

Please keep Miss Patty 
McDoulett and her husband John and their 
family in your prayers.  The McDoulett’s 
daughter, Safari was killed in an automobile 
accident.  Our deepest sympathy goes out to 
the McDoulett and Perkey families. 

Please remember Danny Barton in your 
prayers as Jessie  Pitts Barton passed away 
on 2/27/2012.  Our sympathy goes out to 
the Pitts family and Danny Barton.   

Please pray for those going to PF and for 
Danny who will be returning to Oklahoma 

CMSA PRAYERS REQUEST  

 

 

CMSA newsletter@hughes.net  

newsletter@hartlandopry.com  

634-7252 Mail Box 4  

News is what makes newspapers interest-
ing and especially if it is news generated 
by members.  Get your news items into 
me so I can get the information out to the  
members, radio and TV news media 

Helen Moore   405 –721-3512 Ext 241  

Fax information 721-3632  

Dale Ashley - Medical  
Sandy Ashley’s Mother Helen - Medical  
Boles, Ginger  & Al  - Medical  
Cobb family  C.J. Vision  & Charlie ( Medical) 
Erickson, Linda - Medical  
Franklin, David  & Vicky -Medical  
Finley, Vickie - Medical  
Garcia, Susan - Medical  
Henderson, Martha —Cancer— 
McElfresh, Mary - medical   
McKinley, Ruth  - Medical 
Miller, Jeanetta - Medical  
Miller, Patti (Crist)   Cancer  
Moore, Diane Tiemann (Cliff’s Sister)  
Monroe, John 
Monroe, Kay - 
Newby, Teri and Cole (unspoken request) 
Ross, Carol Jean  
Rinehart, Helen - Medical  
Spears, Roy -& Cindy  Medical 
Wilder, Walt - Medical   
Young, Joye - Medical  

WANT TO BE   A CMSA MEMBER 

If you have questions about membership 
make sure and contact me.  When you 
join your  membership application has 
important information which CMSA uses 
to contact you for participation in various 
activities. It is important that we have your 
correct email, mailing address,  telephone, 
birthday, anniversary etc..   There are cop-
ies of other important CMSA information 
that will be given to you.  Your member-
ship card should be carried with you for 
identification at CMSA events.  

                      

 

Call 634-7252 Mail Box 1 or  any member of 
the Executive Board on the front of this 
newsletter.  

 The CMSA is a not-for-profit organization 
that is family orientated.  You do not have to 
be an entertertainer to be a member.  The 
only qualification you must have is that you 
love Country and Gospel Music.  

 

 Call Lottie at CMSA  634-7252 Mail Box 1 
or her personal numbers are 488-7948  Email 
Lottie at   lottie.northcutt@integris.com 

WELCOME  

TO OUR  

NEW MEMBERS  
 

 

985  McDowell, Gaylon Member  

At CMSA shows  you will be asked your  ID 
number when you pay.  .  Remember your 
number   gets you in for $4.00   

 

 

Memberships renewals are due in January for 
2012.  This year we have changed to everyone 
paying the first of the year.   For more infor-
mation please contact Lottie at 488-7947 or 
by email at NORTHLANDA@Integris-
health.com  

MEMBERSHIP FEES: Members more than 
31 days late with membership fee’s will be 
dropped.  To renew as a member they will 
have to pay full membership fee instead of 
the reduced rate.  Members  more than 61 
days late– to renew membership will also 
have to pay the full fee.  Entertainers would 
have to go through the auditioning process 
again, and pass, to perform on any  CMSA  
show.  

 

 



March  Birthdays  Artist of the Month  2012 

Karcher, Natalie           12-Apr 

Farris, Caitlin               12-May 

Henry, Aslinn              12-Jun 

Monroe, John              12-Jul 

Big Eagle, Warren       12-Aug 

Fowler, Wes                12-Sep 

Lawless, Mallory          12-Oct 

Watkins, Joseph          12-Nov 

Kratazer, Bill                12-Dec 

 

If you are listed on this email you will be the 
Artist of the Month in 2012 for the Month 
beside your name.  Please email me your in-
formation by the 20th of the Month prior to 

your Month as Artist of the Month.  Example:  
If you are Artist of the Month in Jan 2012 you 
need to have the information to me by Decem-

ber 20th.  Here is what I need: 
 

Where and when you were born 
A little about your family--church (if any) 

- school - 
Hobbies other than singing 

How you become involved in Country 
Music and the CMSA 

What type of Country do you sing?  Gos-
pel? Bluegrass?  

Who recommended you to the CMSA 
Any venues where you have performed 

Any competitions you have been involved 
in 

What your plans for the future are as far as 
singing 

Do you play any instruments? 
Have you performed with a band? 

Any recordings?  Any original songs? 
Have you attended any of our educational 
seminars?  How about guitar lessons? 
Do you have a favorite entertainer in 

CMSA? 
Did you know that CMSA has two schol-
arships to offer?  If you are not a candidate 
have you told anyone about the scholar-

ships? 
Any favorite story you would like to share 

about your singing.  
Please send 4 pictures -  

 
You do not have to write the article, 
simply give me the information and a 
contact number if I need to call you.  
Please remember your membership 
must be current for me to have you as 

our Artist of the Month.  
 

FYI:  We have a lot of entertainers of 
which 12 are selected each year as Artist 
of the Month.  This gives everyone a 

chance to know a little more about you.  If 
I do not receive your information by the 
deadline I will generally not be able to 
feature you.  When you are Artist of the 
Month you are also on our web site at 
www.heartlandopry.com in the Artist of 

the Month section.  

March  2012    Anniversaries 

Mail Box  1  gives you information about 

membership. Lottie Northcutt 

 

Mail Box 2   gives you information about 
our show and allows you to leave a mes-
sage and sign up to  perform on a show  

Donna Marie Urbassik  

 

Mail Box 3  gives you information about 
our Gospel Shows and also allows you to 
leave a message to be signed up to per-

form on a Gospel Show.  Carol Jean Ross 

 

Mail Box 4  gives you current informa-

tion about events that are being promoted 
now and future activities and you can 
leave a message for more information 

Helen Moore  

  

Mail Box 5 gives you information about 

our SHOW SPONSORSHIPS  

Bobbie Doss  

 

Mail Box 6  lets you leave a message for 

the President.  John Fisher  

 A special thank you to Danny Griego for 

all the time he dedicates to taking pic-

tures at CMSA events.  It is especially 

helpful to many of the chairman for do-

ing reports, articles, etc..  And to John 

Monroe for helping acquire Sponsor-

ships.  If any one would like copies of 

pictures that Danny takes please contact 

him directly for prices etc… 

Adkinson, John 1-Mar 

Ashley, Dale 27-Mar 

Boles, Ginger 16-Mar 

Brown, Sasha 7-Mar 

Ciliberti, Nathan 16-Mar 

Crawford, Abigal 28-Mar 

Dial,Matthew 1-Mar 

Doss, Richard 22-Mar 

Ellis, Carlton 14-Mar 

  

Franklin, Vicki 14-Mar 

Geyer, Elizabeth 31-Mar 

Graef, Belinda 2-Mar 

Hardeman, BJ 2-Mar 

Hoff, Dale  16-Mar 

Lawson, Jandryd 26-Mar 

Lim, Brent 14-Mar 

Lim, Camilla  2-Mar 

Lim, Daphne 13-Mar 

McElfresh, Lynlee 21-Mar 

Navrath, Joe 17-Mar 

Northcutt, Emily 6-Mar 

Perkey, Jenoye 10-Mar 

Prater, Ryan 8-Mar 

Ratti, Leon 29-Mar 

Sanders, Chad 11-Mar 

Shepherd, Ronald 25-Mar 

Steidley, Ariel 25-Mar 

Steidley, Mylee 2-Mar 

Steidley, Roger 9-Mar 

Uselton, Nichole 25-Mar 

Wagoner, Laney 22-Mar 

Williams, Christina 10-Mar 

Woodmansee, Saylor 31-Mar 

Yates, Robin 9-Mar 

  

Graef, Darrell and Pat 5-Mar 

Clark, Audrey 14-Mar 

Uselton, Nichole 25-Mar 

Spears, Roy and Cindy 23-Mar 

  



It is time to pack up and head for the hills 
of Tennessee.  We wish everyone of our 
entertainers the very best in their quest to 
win on a National Level.    

 

Make sure John Fisher has the name of 
the hotel where you will be staying and 
good telephone number to contact you.  
There are times when they are either running 
ahead of schedule or behind and it could 
effect your performance time.  John will 
need to be able to contact you if there are 
changes in scheduling.  

Oklahoma competitors  

Your picture is in the NACMAI  2012 
Program Book.  Make sure and pick up 
your souvenir copy at the front desk where 
you register at the Country Tonight Theatre.  
The cost I believe is about  $10.00  

 I need someone to cover the “Country 
Music Week in Pigeon Forge.”  Cliff and I 
are not able to attend this year and I need 
a good report on the happenings and also 
I NEED TO KNOW WHO WINS WHAT! 
Any volunteers - contact me.  

Please take pictures and send us some 
emails so we can keep our members in-
formed about what is going on in TN. 

************************************ 

Teri and Cole Newby, Cliff and Helen 
Moore, Sandy and Dale Ashley, Chery and 
Dale Tiller, Laura and Kevin Tatum, Jerry 
Allen and Martha Henderson, Bobbie and 
Richard Doss all enjoyed their Hot Wing 
Party at Hooters.  We thank Martha for 
getting the party for the Gong Show winners.   

 

The Chorus Line and Nunsense were the 
winners of the group competition for the 
Gong Show.   One thing for sure the party 
did not go home hungry and probably could 
have flown if their bodies were not so full.   

It was a fun evening. 

************************************ 

  

 

 

 

 

 

VOICE FOR THE CURE -  RIVERWIND  

STATE COMPETITIONS  ----- 

I Love This Bar and Grill -   Toby Keith’s  - CAMERON AND CUTTER  



CMSA   

Caps - jackets - sweatshirts- and T shirts  

Contact Linda Erickson 

For ordering information  

There are many  types of jackets with  different 
prices to fit any budget.  You select the jacket 

and  our supplier will sew the   

Registered CMSA logo 

The supplier will not sew logo’s on jackets 
purchased elsewhere.  .  

The  Jacket most CMSA members have or-
dered is $49.00 plus 

Logo on front…...6.00 

Name on front….6.00               

Logo on back …20.00 

5% shipping 

8.375 % sales tax  (Add it up) 

Caps—$11.00 structured 

Youth caps—9.50 

T. Shirts up to XL—9.00 

Sweatshirts up to XL—15..00 

Extra Large sizes (price varies) 

Jackets available in many price ranges 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The following entertainers have  

CD’s Available for a Minimum Donation 

 

Tina Anderson 

Ginger Boles 

Cutter Elliott  

John Fisher 

Tiffany Henry 

Destiny McElfresh 

Georgiea Motley 

Cameron Newby  

Ariel  Faith  

  Dale & Chery Tiller  

Donna Urbassik  

Amanda & Destiny  

Donna McLaughlin   

 George Harrison   

Anita Walker (has 7 CD’s)  

 

 

Some of these CD’s are available 
at the Shows others are available 
for donations by the individuals 

listed.  

 

 
 

 

CAPS-SHIRTS-JACKETS 

 Caps & T Shirt 

Available  

SHOP  YOUR  ASSOCIATION  

BIRTHDAYS - ANNIVERSARIES 

SPECIAL OCCASION  GIFTS 

CMSA has Tee Shirts, Sweatshirts 

CMSA   Jackets 

$100.00  

gets you into a 
nice 

CMSA  

JACKET 

 

 

Entertainers please let us know where you 
will be performing.  We will add it to our 
Activities At A Glance and also post in this 
column.   In addition to our regular shows the 
following entertainers have notified the Adv. 
and Promotions Committee that they will be  

On Friday March 2, Willie Williams and 
N’Lisa Havener  will be doin a karaoke show 
at the VFW in El Reno (oldest in OK Post 382 
@ 1515 S Rock Island) from 8pm-1am.   They 
will be hosting a surprise welcome home-
coming  for a young El Reno Marine home 
from deployment overseas!  From 6:30 to 7:30 
there will be a (home-made) chicken fried 
steak dinner for $7 with all the fixins!  I'm 
talkin' mashed potatoes, country gravy, green 
beans, pinto beans, and salad all in-
cluded.   All ages are welcome for the dinner, 
in the big hall, no smoking or alcohol allowed 
during the grub fest!   Really, really good 
meal, definitely worth the drive & the 
money.  Not to mention the company, and the 
live entertaining karaoke show to follow!   

Thursday, March 8 Cameron Newby 
featured at Toby Keith’s I Love This 
Bar and Grill for Red Solo Cup Night.  
Come see Cameron ---and watch for 
other venues he may be performing in 
while on break from Belmont Univer-
sity. ******* 

NEEDED:   We need a worship band in 
Shawnee for a brand new church plant, 
called Lifesong Church! We are a relaxed, 
nondenominational contemporary group. 
Services right now, as we're just starting 
out, are at 11:00 am on Sundays. My 
name's Erica Robinson and I am the mu-
sic minister right now--if you are interested, 
contact me at 580-641-2469. We are in 
need of guitarists, keyboard, bass, and 
drums. We have a state of the art sound 
system but you would bring your own 
instruments for the time being. Thanks! 

 

 

A mixed still picture CD of some past 
CMSA events of the past 5 years can 
be purchased for $20.00 with $10.00 
dollars going to the Jan Barton Fund. 
there are approximately 400 pictures 
on each disk.  For orders send to 
mr.photo47@cox.net. 

  

That’s right!   We are having a baby 
picture contest at our shows.    The contest is 
open to all members who attend the 
show.   You can enter as many times as you 
want.      The cost to enter is up to 2 pictures 
$5.  Each additional picture $1.00.  Picture size 
can not be any bigger than 5 X 7.   Be sure to 
put your name on the back of the picture so 
Linda will know who to return it to.   The judg-
ing will be done by the audience.  The prize 
will be 50% of the money raised from the en-
tries for the one who guesses the most right.  So 
be sure to enter and encourage the other mem-
bers and entertainers to enter too.  Then play 
the game and see if you can be the big winner. 
Please participate and help the club raise 
money while having fun! 

 

Check out our ways and means table at the 
shows for info on ways to help your organiza-
tion...(shirts & Jackets, Pledges, Cook Books, 
etc.) Contact: Linda Erickson at 808-9346 or 
Wendy Henry at  672-7490 or 

wndythewitch@cox.net************ 

 

FEBRUARY 18,   2012 

COUNTRY   SHOW 



 

One: How do you know if a song is Tradi-
tional or New Country? This is determined 
by the music style and instruments used 
and NOT by how old a song is. There is 
nothing anyone can do about the fact that 
some songs fall into that "gray area", 
where it is hard to determine which cate-
gory the song fits into. Since Pigeon Forge 
is a COMPETITION, and you will be 
scored on "how well your song choice fits 
your selected category", you need to be 
quite certain your song fits within the 
guidelines provided by NACMAI, or se-
lect a different song. After all, if you aren't 
even sure, chances are the judges won't be 
either and may have no choice but to take 

off points in this category. 

****Example 1: George Strait is clearly a 
"traditional artist" however, he releases 
new songs every year, so the age of the 
song can NOT be used to determine the 

style of the song. 

******Example 2: Randy Travis is a 
"traditional artist" who recorded the song 
"I Told You So" in clearly a traditional 
style. Carrie Underwood is a "New Coun-
try Artist" yet she also recorded I Told 
You So in a traditional style. Just because 
she is a new country artist, doesn't make 
everything she sings automatically 

"switch" to the New Country style. 

DO NOT MAKE THIS MISTAKE when 
choosing your songs for Pigeon Forge. 
Pick them by the instruments and style of 
the song and NOT according to the origi-

nal artists or one who "re-recorded it". 

TWO: COMPETITION PERFORM-

ANCE TRACKS: 

A: The rules clearly state you must use 
"only one" CD for your 2 songs in your 
Vocal Category, and "only one" CD (or 
one" CD  for your two songs in the Enter-
tainer Category, and "only one" CD  for 

your 2 songs in the Duet Category. 

B: Each CD is to have only a 2-4 second 
delay before the music starts for your first 
song, and only a 2-4 second blank space 
before the music starts for your second 
song. Also, the songs MUST be arranged 

in the order they will be performed. 

******In the past, performers have been 
able to get away with turning in 2 separate 
CD's for their Vocal Category, 2 separate 
CD's for their Entertainer, and 2 separate 
CD's for their Duet Category, and have not 

been penalized for not following the rules 

  

 

The  CHIEF JUDGE HAS STATED THAT 

THINGS THAT HAVE BEEN OVER-

LOOKED by NACMAI IN THE PAST WILL 

NO LONGER BE OVERLOOKED and 

WILL NOT BE TOLERATED, so it is proba-
bly a good idea for our CMSA chapter to 
"tighten up" on the rules to avoid unnecessary 

point deductions. 

C: You are only allowed to perform for 8 min-
utes total in each category. The timer starts as 
soon as you reach center stage and does not stop 
until you are completely off of the stage. There-
fore," When timing your songs, make sure you 
leave enough extra time when you are finished 
singing to get completely off of the stage before 
8 minutes are up." You have a choice of singing 
only 1 song (which could last 7 minutes 50 sec-
onds) or a maximum of 2 songs that total 7 min. 
50 seconds in each category you are performing 
in. This will allow the remaining 10 seconds left 

from your allotted 8 minutes for your entry/exit. 

THREE: JUDGING CRITERIA: You will be 
judged in the following 6 areas:A. "Quality of 

Performance": This is based on the overall 
strength of your vocal or instrumental perform-
ance. Some judges may also take into considera-
tion other aspects of your performance that also 

fall under "stage presence." 

B. "Originality of Performance/ 

Arrangement": Don't "force" yourself into a 
song by trying to perform it "just like" the origi-
nal artist. Remember: There is only ONE Taylor 
Swift, so don't try to create another one! Be 

yourself.  

C. "Star Quality": Everything about your per-
formance: vocals, personality, confidence, etc is 
polished and strong. You are destined to be "A 

Star" 

D. "Tightness of Performance": You are sing-
ing with a track and not a live band, so you must 
try to stay "on beat" with the music. If you are in 
a duet, make sure you are both synchronized 

together vocally and musically. 

E. "Stage Presence":You are comfortable vo-
cally and exhibit confidence. You know  how to 
properly use a microphone, enter and exit the 
stage properly, you remember to smile, and you 
sing to your audience rather than staring into 

space. You appear to be enjoying performing. 

F. "How Well the Material Reflects Selected 

Music Style": Be confident that your song 
choices fit the category you are competing in, 
whether it is Traditional Country, New Country, 

Traditional Gospel, New Gospel or Bluegrass. 

Good Luck to Everyone 

Teri Newby 

 

 

 

It is  an assumption that Oklahoma's can 
make music, whether it comes from powerful 
radio stations, on street corners during hard 
times, or in any number of festivals and fairs 
that citizens of our state have gathered to raise 
both funds and self esteem.   

DJ’s like Owen Pickard who straddle the 
fence between country music disc jockey and 
live performer as well as songwriter is not 
without precedence, but it does put him in 
unique company.   

People from Oklahoma are down to earth 
and love most all kinds of music.  I would 
venture to say that Oklahomans for the most 
part are country fans.  Regardless CMSA is 
ready to put them to the test.  

Also people from Oklahoma  take pride in 
helping children with disease.  Toby Keith, 
one of our prominent citizens is building the 
OK KiDS Korral in Oklahoma City to house 
children with pediatric cancer.  Members of 
the CMSA have agreed that these people will 
reach out and help Toby build this special 
house.  

So we have combined our thoughts with the 
Battle of the DJ’s - Singin’ building’ and 
belivin’ fundraiser that will be held the 
week of March 30 through April 7th.   Se-
lect radio station DJ’s will be requesting do-
nations for the OK Kids Korral and a visit to 
one of the 6 locations that CMSA’s Heartland 
Opry will be performing to raise money for 
the OK Kids Korral.  Singers at each of the 
six locations will also be promoting their DJ 
to be the DJ for 2012 OK Kids Korrall.   Yep 
- we tied it altogether the DJ’s, the Music, 
Listeners, and the foundation that will reap 
the benefit for the fundraiser.   

We need your help: 

If you sing and would like to be on a team 
c o n t a c t  u s  v i a  e m a i l  a t 
mail@heartlandopry.com and ask to be on a 
team. 

If you would like to make a tax deductible 
donation to the OK Kids Korral  contact us 
for details.  

If you do not sing and would like to help 
p l e a s e  e m a i l  u s  a t 
mail@heartlandopry.com and we will find a 
job for you in the fundraiser.  

 

Vote for your  

favorite DJ 



Applications for the   2012 
Jan Barton Memorial Schol-
arship will be available on 
line.    Applicants for the 
scholarship must be an 
Oklahoma resident  pursu-
ing their career in  Country, 
Gospel and or Bluegrass 
music.   This scholarship is 

open to the public as well as members of 
the CMSA.  Simply visit  the 
w w w . h e a r t l a n d o p r y . c o m  o r 
www.cmsaok.com web site   to download 
your application.  If you are not able to 
download the application you may request one 
by mail.  Send your request to Teri Newby , 
PO Box 20309 Oklahoma City, Oklahoma, 
73156  Scholarship Committee Chairman  

Applicants are requested to  submit an essay 
(maximum of 1500 words) relating to how 
the applicant made the choice to pursue 
Country, Gospel or Bluegrass music, how 
they have through community service im-
pacted the lives of others and how they plan 
to pursue their music degree.  A letter from 
the applicants school counselor with an offi-
cial transcript including ACT/SAT scores 
must accompany the application.  A letter for 
a teacher recommending the applicant as a 
candidate must also accompany the appli-
cation.  The applicant must submit a resume. 

 

The deadline for the submission of the ap-
plication will be January 15, 2012.  Five 
finalists will be notified by February 15, 2012 
by letter which will include a date for them to 
be interviewed by the Scholarship Committee.  
After the Scholarship Committee interviews 
the finalists they will meet and decide by 
popular vote who the recipient will be. On or 
before March 15, 2012 the 2011-2012 recipi-
ent will be announced.    Erica Robinson was 
the 2010-2011 recipient.  The winner will be 
announced at the 18th Annual Awards 
Shows in September 2012.   

The Committee comprises the Board of 
Directors of the CMSA, two appointments 
by the President of the CMSAmembership to 
serve on the board, and two lay members of 
the community (also appointed by the Presi-
dent) and will be known as the 2011-2012  
Scholarship Committee. 

Funds will be sent to the recipients school 
once enrollment is confirmed and the student 
is attending.  The Scholarship Chairman will 
have the information to conduct the school  on 
the Application for the Scholarship submitted 
by the Applicant. 

CMSA MEMBERS YOU ARE ALSO  

ELIGIBLE FOR THIS SCHOLARSHIP 

CHECK OUT THE DETAILS -- 

This is not for online courses/degrees 

Applications for the   2012 Ralph McCoy Me-
morial Scholarship will be available on line.    
Applicants for the scholarship must be an 
Oklahoma resident  
pursuing their career in  
Country, Gospel and or 
Bluegrass music.   This 
scholarship is open to 
the public as well as 
members of the CMSA.  
S imp ly  v i s i t  t h e 

www.heartlandopry.com or www.cmsaok.com 
web site   to download your application.  If you 
are not able to download the application you may 
request one by mail. This scholarship is funded 
by Sherry Miller thru the Country Music Sing-
ers Association in memory of her fried and 
duet partner, Mr. Ralph McCoy.  Send your 
request to Teri Newby,  Scholarship Commit-
tee Chairman P.O. Box 20309,  Oklahoma 
City, Oklahoma 73156 

 

Applicants are requested to  submit an essay 
(maximum of 1500 words) relating to how the 
applicant made the choice to pursue Country, 
Gospel or Bluegrass music, how they have 
through community service impacted the lives 
of others and how they plan to pursue their 
music degree.  A letter from the applicants school 
counselor with an official transcript including 
ACT/SAT scores must accompany the application.  
A letter for a teacher recommending the appli-
cant as a candidate must also accompany the 
application.  The applicant must submit a re-
sume. 

 

The deadline for the submission of the applica-
tion will be January 15, 2012.  Five finalists will 
be notified by February 15, 2012 by letter which 
will include a date for them to be interviewed by 
the Scholarship Committee.  After the Scholarship 
Committee interviews the finalists they will meet 
and decide by popular vote who the recipient will 
be.  

The Committee comprises the Board of Direc-
tors of the CMSA, two appointments by the 
President of the CMSA  membership to serve on 
the board, and two lay members of the community 
(also appointed by the President) and will be 
known as the 2011-2012  Scholarship Committee. 

Funds will be sent to the recipients school once 
enrollment  

CMSA MEMBERS  ARE ALSO  

ELIGIBLE FOR THIS SCHOLARSHIP 

CHECK OUT THE DETAILS -- 

This is not for online courses/degrees 

President Fisher has appointed Teri Newby Chairman of the Scholarship Com-
mittees and Sherry Miller Co-Chairman.   

Teri and Sherry will work together to promote the scholarships and furnish the 
information to members and the public. Teri and Sherry and their committee will be 
meeting concerning the Award for the 2012 Scholarships.  The application deadline 
was January 15, 2012.    

 

One of the best Origi-
nal Heartland Opry 
Gospel Praise Night 
Shows took place on 2-
13, 2012 at Grand 
Boulevard Baptist 
Church. The spirit over 
the whole church was 
beautiful that night.  
Each singer was very 
anointed and that’s the 

way it should be.   

 

Ginger Boles stepped in for John Fisher 
to Co-host with Carol Jean Ross as John 
had a commitment for the first half of 
show time.  He and Donna did attend  the 
2nd half and Carol Jean gave them a spe-
cial acknowledgement.  As always Ginger 
and Carol Jean had a really good time 
introducing these wonderfully blessed 
Gospel Music singers.   

 

Ginger opened beautifully with  “My 
Tribute”, and Carol Jean followed with 
an old one special to her,  “Until Then”.  
Elizabeth Geyer did her favorites “God 
On The Mountain” and “How Great Thou 
Art”.  Next George and Thelma Harri-
son did two of Carol Jean’s favorites, 
“One Pair of Hands” and “The Only Real 
Peace”. Laura Mae Tatum presented 
“Down At The Cross”, after which she 
and Donna Marie Urbassik sang so per-
fectly as a duet,(Heartland Sweethearts) 
on “Wonderful Merciful” and “The Bro-
ken One”.  Donna Marie then sang “ May 
I  Never Get Over the Cross”.   Next Anita 
Walker delivered her “Serenaded By An-
gels” with “Picture of God” following.  
Some of our favorite friends from the 
Missouri area, our old friends Kent and 
Phyllis Bourland joyfully sang 3 for us in 
their unique Bluegrass style.   

 

After the break during which people fed 
their faces with cakes, soup, cornbread, 
nachos, chili dogs, etc., sold by the 
church,  the Bourlands sang 2 or 3 more 
to open up the 2nd half. 

 

Then came a big bundle of joy, the bless-
ing brought by the music of the  24 / 7 
Quartet!  One of the guys had a sore 
throat but you would never have known it.  
They chose their songs we all love with 
great care and shared their God Given 
talents with all in that church that evening. 
What harmony.  What messages.  Thank 
you 24/7! 

These shows are something you can be 
proud of in the CMSA, and when you 
come to hear your friends or favorite Gos-
pel singers, you will surely leave with a 
special blessing.  Thank you to each 
singer that came to sing for the Lord on 
that Friday night. (from John, Ginger, 
and Carol Jean.) 

** If you are an entertainer and would like 
to be on a Gospel Show, PLEASE CALL 
634-7252 Mail Box 3 & leave your name 
and number.  Or you can call directly to 
CAROL JEAN at  686-1577.   



SINGIN’  BUILDIN’ 

 AND BE-
LIVIN’ 

We have six 
teams formed 
that will be 
singing for the 
TK Foundation 
OK Kids Kor-
ral on April 7th 

at various locations in the Oklahoma City 
Area.  (Langston's - Bass Pro - to name a 
c o u p l e ) 
 
These team are entertainers from 
the CMSA "Heartland Opry" association 
Teams will be partnered up  with Radio Sta-
tions to conduct a Battle of the DJ's 
WHILE RAISING  funds as the DJ'S PRO-
MOTE THE EVENT AND THE 
TEAMS PRESENT THEIR  "Singin' 
Buildin' and Believin" for Cures"   

 
Each participating Radio Station (DJ) will be 
assigned a TEAM.  From March 30 
through Saturday April 7th the Station 
(DJ) will promote the April 7th event, solicit 
donations for the TK Foundation and encour-
age listeners to visit the April 7th location of 
i t s  t e a m . 
 
Each Team will solicit votes for the DJ 
and encourage people to tune into their 
station and to donate to the TK founda-
tion Team members will solicit people to 
text their vote to a specified number for their 
DJ.  Team members will also solicit people 
to vote on line for their DJ at 
w w w . h e a r t l a n d o p r y . c o m  
Team members will be soliciting donations 
for the foundation  prior to the event and the 
d a y  o f  t h e  e v e n t . 
 
On April 7, 2012 At 11:30 am Teams will 
turn on their mics for the TK Foundation 
at their assigned locations.  This is when 
the Radio Station and the Teams will have 
the most communication.  Teams will 
sing and solicit donations from 11:30 am - 
3:00 pm. and DJ's will encourage people to 
donate and also to visit the locations .  They 
will also be selling items for the raffle, tick-
ets to the Grand Finale the evening of 
the 7th  and the Battle of the DJ's   
 
TEAMS and THEIR DJ"S will be at the 
Grand Finale at the Country Western Mu-
seum and Hall of Fame on Saturday night at 
7:00 pm to welcome the Teams that will be 
bringing their funds from the locations they 
w e r e  a s s i g n e d  t o  s i n g .    
 
There will be live entertainment on stage 
starting at 7 pm.  Each DJ  and their Team 
Captain will have 20 minutes to emcee a 
portion of the show and acknowledge the 
f ounda t i on  and  the i r  t eam.    
 
P r i z e s  w i l l  b e  g i v e n  t o : 
DJ and their Team that bring in the most 
d o l l a r s  - - 
DJ with the most votes will win a prize 
DJ with the highest judges score and audi-
ence vote --wil l  win a prize 
DJ with the highest team totals, most 
votes, highest judges scores and audience 
votes will the 2012 DJ for Singin'Buildin' 
and Belivin' for Cures.  

Sierra Sikes was born 
in Choctaw Oklahoma 
to Tim and Amy 
Sikes.  She has two 
brother Tanner, who 
is 17 and Sawyer who 
is 4.  

 

Being student council 
representative for her  
7th grade keeps her 
pretty occupied.  She 
is also active in her 
youth group at FBC 
Choctaw.  Power Tumbling is one of her 
talents for which she has been awarded State 
Champion four times.   This spring she will 
be running track as well.  

 

So singing  is just one of her many talents.    
She loves musical theatre and has accom-
plished several milestones.    She was fea-
tured in “The Wizard of Oz,” “Grease” and 
most recently “Annie.”  And guess what?   
She is now learning to play the guitar.    

 

Like many of our entertainers, Sierra heard 
about CMSA from her voice coach and men-
tor, Miss Amanda Earheart.  Her friends 
Kennedy Horton and Kennedy’s mom, Con-
nie McCoy also encouraged Sierra to join 
CMSA.    

Sierra is quite comfortable on any stage.    
She appears regularly at the Rodeo Opry 
and has a March performance schedule at  
the McSwain Theatre in Ada, OK 

Sierra has been se-
lected and invited to 
sign at the “House of 
the Blues” in Dallas 
for the chick singer 
night this spring.    
She has performed in 
Branson, Mo. at the 
Best is Yet to Come 
Gospel Ministries 
gathering.   

 

 Sierra won first place in Traditional 
Country  7-12 year category in 2011 and 
plans to compete again in 2012.   

This spring Sierra is looking forward to 
participating in the  Oklahoma Kids 
Competitions.  Of course, the  CMSA 
TEAM captains will be contacting her to 
participate on a team for the  TK Founda-
tion OK Kids Korral fundraiser April 7th.    

 

Sierra would like to thank the CMSA fam-
ily for being so welcoming to her this year 
and would especially like to thank Kevin 
and Laura Tatum and John and Donna 
Fisher for their special encouragement. 

 

 

 

CMSA TEAM Borum and Borum  will be at 
Bass Pro Shops (location confirmed) and 
Teaming up with Radio Station (to be an-
nounced-waiting on confirmation. 

Team Members: Nancy and Jimmy Borum, 
Cynthia and Kirk Heldreth, Tina and Brian 
AndersonWes Fowler; John Monroe; Russell 
Stover; and Chad Slagle 

Officials:  Sandy Ashley (not yet confirmed) 
************ 

CMSA TEAM Tatum and Tatum will be at 
Langston’s in the Stockyards and Teaming up 
with Radio Station (to be announced -waiting 
on confirmation.  
 

Team Members: Laura Tatum, Kevin 
Tatum,  Donna Urbassik, Rod Jones, Kaleigh 
Jones, ***per Donna -if we get a Bricktown 
location Laura and Kevin will take Bricktown 
and Fisher/Smith will take Langstons) 

 Officials:  Mildred McCoy (confirmed) 

****************  

CMSA TEAM Erica Robinson will be in 
Shawnee at the Shawnee Mall (CONFIRMED)
and will be Teaming up with Radio Station to 
be announced - waiting on confirmation.  
Team Members: Erica Robinson 
 
Officials:  Shaunda Seeley  (confirmed?) 

 ****************  

CMSA TEAM Fisher and Smith will be in 
Bricktown  (waiting on location confirmation) 
and will be Teaming up with Radio Station (to 
be announced - waiting on confirmation. **per 
Donna - if we get a Bricktown location Fisher/
Smith will take Langston's and Tatum Tatum 
will take Bricktown. 

Team Members:  John Monroe, John Fisher, 
Donna Fisher  

 Officials: Kay Monroe (confirmed) 

 ******************* 

CMSA TEAM Moore and Moore will be in 
Moore/Norman area (working on Holly’s) 
and will be Teaming up with Owen Pickard 
Radio Station Kkng 93.3  (confirmed) 

Team Members:  Cutter Elliott, Kelcy Moore, 
Jenni Moore, Destiny McElfresh, Amanda 
Woodmansee, Saylor Woodmansee, Brooklyn 
Woodmansee,  Ashliegh and Seth Win-
ter,  Emily Sanders  
 
Officials:  Teri Newby - (confirmed?)  
******************** 
CMSA TEAM ROSS and Perkey  will be at 
Mardell’s on SW 74 and 1-240  (waiting on 
confirmation) and will be Teaming up with 
Radio Station (to be announced- waiting on 
confirmation.  

Team Members:  Carol Jean Ross, Ben 
Walker, Anita Walker, Larry Perkey, Charles 
Jones, George and Thelma Harrison, Ginger 
Boles, Emily Northcutt,  Laymen’s Quartet 
 
Officials:  Bobbie Doss (confirmed) 

* Maddox Stover, Marsha Springer, John 
and Donna Fisher will be floating from loca-

tion to location.  



titled “Born Too Late.”  Dressed in a baby 
outfit sucking a pacifier Tina sang from behind 
the bars of the bed frame.   The fourth song, a 
Katy Perry tune that went to #1 in 2008 called 
“Hot-N-Cold” was amazing.  A roller coaster 
poster was her prop and while singing before 
everyone’s eyes Tina waved from behind the 

prop and came out with a totally new outfit 

in time with the lyrics of a new outfit. The 
fifth song  Tina dressed as Joan Jett with her 
spiked long hair head dog.  Tina actually sang 
looking out the cars window.  The third song, a 
1958 hit by “The Poni-tails” titled “Born Too 
Late.”  Dressed in a baby outfit sucking a paci-
fier Tina sang from behind the bars of the 

bed frame.   The fourth song, a Katy Perry 
tune that went to #1 in 2008 called “Hot-N-
Cold” was amazing.  A roller coaster poster 
was her prop and while singing before every-

one’s eyes Tina waved from behind the prop 

and came out with a totally new outfit in 

time with the lyrics of a new outfit. The fifth 
song  Tina dressed as Joan Jett with her spiked 
long hair do and black slinky pants and came 
out with her electric guitar ready to perform “I 

Hate Myself  For Loving You.”  Sitting in the 
audience was fun because no one knew what 
she had up her sleeve, behind her prop, or 
whatever as the grand finale song.  Guess  

what?  Tina channeled Lady Gaga dressed as 
a zebra and sang her 2011 #1 hit “The Edge of 
Glory.”   What a variety of songs she per-

formed with multiple props, outstanding outfits 

and as we all know with her beautifully pure 

voice.  Even her husband, Brian said “I don't 

know how much time she practiced, but I know 

it was a lot!!!!  I don't usually 'catch' her prac-

ticing when I get home from work, but I did 

several times over the last 6 weeks.  She would 

always stop when I got home.  That way, she 

gets to surprise ME too! I was sur-

prised!!!! 

 

Jude Northcutt fit in just 

like family with the help of 

Laura as his co host.  As 
you know Jude and Jody 
“Loves Folks” and it cer-
tainly showed.  His wit was 
refreshing.    He had fun with 
the Jones’ that is Rod, 
Kayleigh and Charles refer-
ring them to the father, daughter and grandpa 
and the show as the “Jones Show.”   This being 
his first time to be with the Heartland Opry he 
was impressed with the talent and said that he 

looked forward to being invited back.   

Laura Tatum pulled her hubby, Kevin out 
from behind the sound booth and surprised us 
all when he steped on stage joining her in 
“Dancin Your Memory Away.”  Her second 
song of the evening got everyones engines 
going with TRAIN SONG.  Sydney Adams, 

who is our Artist of the Month for March sand 
“Like We’ve Never Loved At All” and two 
songs by Adell, one of which was “Set Fire to 

the Rain.”  

All you male traditional 
vocalist watch out for Rod 
Jones.  He hails from 
Memphis, Texas making 
his home in Edmond.  Rod 
said he did not have the 
level of singing ability as 
his daughter Kayleigh.”  
Maybe we need to restruc-

ture that and say they are in different catego-
ries.  I would put Rod in Adult Traditional 

Country and  Kayleigh in 17-20  new county? 

Like father like daughter - they both can sing.  
Kayleigh in going to Pigeon Forge this year 
for competition maybe next year   Rod will 
join in the competition.    WOW - 
“Troupedor” a great George Strait song found 
its way on stage with Rod.  Everyone around 

me was truly into “Neon Lights”  

Charles Jones who is no stranger to the stage 
was challenged by Jude Northcutt when he 
announced he was singing “Cattle Call!”  Jude 
said if you can get those high notes than you 
are alright in my book.  Guess what!  Charles 
is alright in his book especially after he sand 
“As Long As I’m The Last” and “Don’t Worry 
About Me.”  Grandpa Jones still has what it 

takes to keep the audience going.   

Chery Tiller was quite glitzy in her shiny top 
and palazzo slacks singing “Paper Roses” 
which Jude really enjoyed.  Said it brought 
back some great memories.  Chery also sang 
“I Feel Like Running Away”  and 

_________________   

“I Found A Boy” by Adelle was one of 
Kayleigh Jones selections along with 
“Mama’s Song” by Carrie Underwood and 
then switched to Shadaisy 

____________ 

 

Savannah our only audi-
tion for the evening sand  
“Stay” by Sugarland’s 

Jennifer Nettles.  

 

Mia San Roman won the 
Entertainers Only Drawing but was not eligi-
ble to collect because she was not in atten-
dance.  Leslie Moore won the Members Only 
Drawing and she too was not in attendance.  

Better luck next time girls.    

 

 

A great headliner, good emcees, a great line 
up all made for a great night.  We thank Mar-
tha Henderson for acquiring three baskets two  
from  Starbucks, one from  Java Dave’s and 
dinner certificates from Round Up Pizza and 
Deep Fork Restaurant.  Monies donated were 
for the PF fundraiser and the Jan Barton Me-

morial Scholarship.   

“If you missed the Feb 4th show you missed 

a great show.”  I know you have heard 

something similar to that before but I be-

live everyone one that attended that show 

was in awe of the headliner, Tina Ander-

son.  So many positive things to say about the 
wonderful emceeing of Jude Northcutt and 
Laura Tatum.  The line up was so varied 
with each perform leaving their own mark on 
a great show.  I would venture to say that the 
talent on that show could stand up with a lot  
of other Opry shows that I have attended.  If 
there would have been a live band I would bet 
the entertainers out performed other Opry’s 

that evening.   

Why was the headliner so awesome?  First 
of all she takes her singing serious.  Tina said 
she started practicing for the show back in 
November.  On the six songs she put her heart 
and soul into five 
were new.  “I had 
to learn them, 

come up with the 

ideas for the cos-

tumes and props, 

and purchase all 

the items I didn’t 

have or was un-

able to make.  I have full dress rehearsals at 

home (including washing the outfits because 

of sweating).”   Entertainers, if you were at 
that show and would like to be a headliner I 
think you had a great lesson in stage perform-
ance and the importance of being a headline.  
With the song “Does Forth /Worth Ever 
Cross Your Mind” dedicated to Wayne Crabb 
Tina was just easing into what was going to be 
five outstanding performances.  Her second 
son by Aaron Tippin “There Ain’t Nothin’ 
Wrong With the Radio” was choreographed 
using the car and bobble head dog.  Tina actu-
ally sang looking out the cars window.  The 

third song, a 1958 hit by “The Poni-tails”  
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Preparing for unforeseen health risks after 
retirement can be overwhelming. According to 
the Insured Retirement Institute (IRI), many 
people feel unprepared for the substantial health 
care costs that retirement requires. In fact, two-
thirds of Baby Boomers feel they do not have 
enough saved to cover these extra costs, and 
72% of individuals in their early 50s are con-
cerned they won’t be able to cover the costs of 
health care. 

During the 12-month period ending Septem-
ber 2011, health care expenses increased 
5.75%. According to the IRI, the average out-of-
pocket medical expenses for those on  Medicare 
are about $4,300 per year. Furthermore, a 
healthy 65-year-old man can expect to pay 
$350,000 for health care expenses, over the re-
mainder of his life, and a healthy 65-
yearoldwoman is estimated to pay 13% more or 
$417,000. Unfortunately, reports found that in 
2012 Medicare Part B premiums will account for 
over 8% of the average Social Security benefit, 
and 2012 cost-of-living adjustments of 3.6% 
represent an average only $42 per month or $500 
per year – but retirees will still have to cover the 
remaining costs, which are substantial. 

Preparing financially for your future in this 
unstable economic climate is perplexing 
enough, when paired with calculating health 
care costs, it can become overwhelming. De-
spite all of the uncertainty, there are strategies to 
create a stable future. The IRI suggests purchas-
ing a deferred or immediate annuity with a guar-
anteed minimum withdrawal benefit that can 
supplement Social Security income as one solu-
tion. If you already have an annuity or plan to 
purchase one several years before retirement, 
you can use the income from that annuity to 
supplement a separate investment. 

 

 

4 Suggestions to Help Plan for Retire-
ment Health Care Costs 

A survey done by Sun Life Financial showed 
that 92% of today’s workforce said that they 
either don’t know how much their retirement 
health care costs will be, or they significantly 

 

The legal and tax information contained  in these articles is merely a summary of our  understanding and interpretation  of some current provisions 
of tax law and is not  exhaustive.  Consult your legal or tax advisor for advice concerning your particular circumstances.  
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underestimate the amount. USA Today re-
ported these survey findings, and provided the 

following tips: 

1) Use an online retirement calculator to 
help you estimate your retirement costs and 
ideal savings; Then, develop a retirement 
spending plan to make sure you stay within 
budget and can still cover any unexpected 
expenses. 

2) Consider purchasing disability insur-
ance prior to retirement, so you have finan-
cial support if you are unable to work because 
of illness or injury. This will replace a portion 
of your income so you do not have to with-
draw from your retirement savings and risk 
never getting that money back. 

3) Look into long-term care insurance. The 
U.S. Department of Health and Human Ser-
vices reports that 70% of people over age 65 
will need some type of long-term care. This 
coverage could pay for in-home or nursing 
home care, and is cheaper the sooner you 
purchase a policy. 

4) Focus on getting and staying healthy! 
Exercising, eating right, and quitting smoking 
are a few good habits that younger working 
individuals are choosing over concern for 
their future health and associated costs of 
healthcare 

 

The $13,000  

Adoption Tax Credit 

Since 1997, the government has provided 

significant tax credits to families that adopt 

children, but this credit had been non-
refundable until 2010. In the past, this credit 
would cover any taxes a family owed, and the 
remainder of the credit would carry over to 
help cover taxes for the next year. However, 
Obama’s Affordable Care Act of 2010 
changed the way this tax credit worked. For 
the 2010 tax season, this adoption tax credit 
covered any taxes owed, and any remaining 
dollars would be refunded into these families’ 
pockets. Good news 2011 taxpayers – this 
credit is back! 

 

For 2011, this credit can be as high as 

$13,360 per child, which is $190 higher 

than last year, and parents can claim the 

credit for any children they adopted in the 

past six years. Unfortunately, unless Con-

gress extends this credit by the end of the 

year, the 2011 tax year will be the last year to 

collect on this credit. 

 

 

Families adopting “special needs” chil-
dren can obtain the entire $13,360 refund 
per child no matter how much they paid 
for the adoption, while families adopting 
children that do not qualify as “special 
needs” will still get a refund, but it will 
depend on their adoption costs and other 
factors. Additionally, these refunds will be 
higher for children adopted within the U.S., 
while those who adopt children overseas 
may only claim certain expenses. 

 

In two notable cases, $24,300 and $54,000 
were refunded to families who claimed 
multiple adoptions for the 2010 tax sea-
son. The first family adopted two special 
needs children and said the money was a 
‘godsend’ that allowed for bank accounts to 
be set up for the children and for debt to be 
minimized. The second is a family of 12 who 
said that they were unaware of the credit and 
assumed they would owe money. 

 

It may not come as a shock that such an 
extensive tax credit/ refund is likely to 
take much longer coming back to taxpay-
ers than the normal refunds we are used 
to. The IRS is taking extra measures to make 
sure the credits are well-deserved and will 
not give them out to just anyone. In fact, 
those who qualify for the credit may risk 
being audited before being granted the 
money. 

 

The Government Accountability Office 
found that 60% of the nearly 100,000 re-
turns claiming these adoption tax credits 
were audited last year, but only 17% were 
required to pay additional taxes, while the 
rest had to endure the extra delays. For the 
entire 2010 tax season, $1.2 billion in these 
adoption tax credits were claimed. 

 

Taxpayers who qualify for the credit and 
are granted all of their due refund will 
still receive the part of their refund that is 
from income while they wait for the adop-
tion credit. The IRS acknowledges the sig-
nificant delays that were experienced last 
year, and said it has updated  its website 
information so the required documentation is 
easier to understand, which should minimize 
the waiting period. 

 

If you want to claim the 2011 Adoption 
Tax Credit, be sure to submit your tax 
return as soon as possible and check the 
IRS website for a list of all necessary 

documentation. 

Sources: 

http:// money.cnn.com/2012/02/13/ pf/ adoption_tax_credit/ in-

dex.htm? iid=SF_PF_Lead 
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